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- LINK LETTERS POLICY -, 

The Link welcomes letters. 
Letters should be typed, double 
spaced, under 3(K1 words an can 
be dropped off at The Link or SA 
offices and sent through campus 
or regular mai l . Your name, 
aff i l iat ion with BCIT and a 
telephone number to contact you 
(which wil l not be published) 
must he included. Anonymity 
may be granted at the discretion 
of staff. Letters on disk, as a txt 
file, with a hard copy would t>c 
greatly appreciated. The Link 
reserves the right to edit for 
clarity and brevity. 

This Calendar column is open for notices of events on all BCIT campu.ses. Submissions can be faxed to 431-7619, sent by campus 
mail or dropped off at The Link office in the SA Campus Centre (down the corridor between the video arcade and the SA copy centre) 

BCIT Christian Club. Wednesdav, October 10 Friday, October 26 

Loonie Toons ($1 feature I 
film). l l ;30am - 2:30pm. | 
Contact Rec Services for 
more information at 604-
432-8287. \ 

BCIT Christian Club. 
Bib le study & worship. I 
11:30am. S W l - 2 0 0 5 . ; 
Contact Pastor Calvin 451- • 
4568. 

Monday, October IS 

SA Council Meeting. S A 
Boardroom, S A Campus 
Centre (SE2). 5:30pm. 

Tuesday, October 16 ' 

Toastmasters Int'l. S A 
counc i l Chambers , SA 
Campus Centre (SE2) , 
7:00am. 

Wednesday, October 17 \ 

Loonie Toons ($1 feature 
film). 11:30am - 2:30pm. 
Contact Rec Services for 
more information at 604-
432-8287. i 

i 
BCIT Christian Club. | 
Bib le study & worship, j 
11:30am. S W l - 2 0 0 5 . : 
Contact Pastor Calvin 451- ] 
4568. ' 

Saturday, October 20 j 

I 

Relaxation Massage. \ 
Contact Rec Services fori 
more information at 604- • 
432-8287. 

October 22 - 24 

Voting in SA Referendum 
on Health and Dental 
Plan. Sam - 4pm. S A 
Offices. 

Tuesday. October 23 

Toastmasters Int'l, S A 
counc i l Chambers , S A 
Campus Centre (SE2) , 
7:00am. 

Wednesday, October 24 

Fall Awards Ceremony. 

BCIT Christian Club. 
Bib le study & worship. 
11:30am. S W l - 2 0 0 5 . 
Contact Pastor Calvin 451-
4568. 

Thursday, October 25 

Blood Donor Clinic. Town 
Square Conference Room 
A & B. 9am - 4pm. 

Electronic Engineering 
Technology: Term A 
Courses end. 

Monday, October 29 

Electronic Engineering 
Technology: Term B 
Courses begin. 

SA Annual General 
Meeting. SA Boardroom, 
SA Campus Centre (SE2). 
5:30pm. 

Tuesday, October 30 

Toastmasters Int'l. SA 
counci l Chambers , SA 
Campus Centre (SE2) , 
7:00am. 

Wednesday, October 31 

Hallowe'en. 

Nursing: Last day to with­
draw and receive a 'W ' on 
transcript. 

BCIT Christian Club. 
Bib le study & worship. 
11:30am. S W l - 2 0 0 5 . 
Contact Pastor Calvin 451-
4568. 

Friday, November 2 

Level 1 Fee Deadline for 
winter Term of Full time 
Technology Programs for 
January 2, 2002 start. 

Nursing: Leve l 1 Fee 
Deadline for winter Term 
of Ful l time Technology 
Programs for January 2, 
2002 start. 

Monday, November 5 

SA Council Meeting. SA 
Boardroom, SA Campus 
Centre (SE2). 5:30pm. 

Tuesday, November 6 

Toastmasters Int'l. SA 
counc i l Chambers, SA 
Campus Centre (SE2) , 
7:00am. 

Wednesday, November 7 

Last day to withdraw and 
receive a 'W ' on tran­
script for Fall Full Term 
courses. 

Technology Entry: Last 
day to withdraw and 
receive a 'W ' on transcript. 

BCIT Christian Club. 
Bible study & worship. 
11:30am. S W l - 2 0 0 5 . 
Contact Pastor Calvin 451-
4568. 

Sunday, November 11 

Rememberance Day. 

Monday, November 12 

BCIT Closed. Day in Lieu 
of Rememberance Day. 

Tuesday, November 13 

Toastmasters Int'l. SA 
counc i l Chambers , SA 
Campus Centre (SE2) , 
7:00am. 

Wednesday, November 7 

Electronic Engineering 
Technology: Last day to 
withdraw and receive a 'W ' 
on transcript for Fall Full 
Term courses. 

Loonie Toons ($1 feature 
film). 11:30am - 2:30pm. 
Contact Rec Services for 
more information at 604-
432-8287. , 

Bib le study & worship. 
11:30am. S W l - 2 0 0 5 . 
Contact Pastor Calvin 451-
4568. 

Monday, November 19 

SA Council Meeting. S A 
Boardroom, S A Campus 
Centre (SE2). 5:30pm. 

Thursday, November 22 

Unk call 432-8974 

Unclassifieds 
Bi-curious? Bi? Gay? Club 
Vancouver, Bathhouse for Bi 
and Gay Men. Rooms, lock­
ers, sleam, showers, snack 
bar, videos. 24hrs. 7 days. 
Students 1/2 price all the time 
with val id student ID. 339 
West Pender St. 681-5719 

Wanted: Used ping-pong 
table, f o l d ing , on wheels. 
Cal l 604-254-8507. 

Recreation 
Social. 

Council 

Workstudy positions 
are available with 

the Student Association 

Drop by the SA Off ice 
or call 604-432-8549 

for more information. 

N O T I C E O F 

THE BCIT STUDENT .ASSOCIATION'S 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

A G E N D A 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
R L i ' O R r o N A i n m u i INA.NCIAI S I A I K M L N T S 

A t t n rOR.S' A P P O I N T M E N T I OR 2001/2002 

O c t o b e r 2 9 t h , 2 0 0 1 

S . A . C O U N C I L C H A M B E R S 

S IIJDEN r ASSOClA 110N 
CAMPUS CENTRE BUILDING 

T I M E : 5 : 4 5 P M 

rVN,: 
V.F . A D M I M S s I K . M l O N i t U N I V.NCK 
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NEWi 

Referendum on Health 
plan set for Oct 22-24 

KfM CHOINERE PHOTOl 

Translink makes massive cut to 
GVRO buses, more cuts to service 

possible in the near future 
J E S S I C A J O H N S T O N 
AND P A U L D A Y S O N 
News Editor, the Peak 
Managing Editor, The Link 

Next week bus service in the Lower 
Mainland will be massively cut, 
and according to TransLink, these 

cuts could be just the beginning if the 
company fails to resolve its current "finan­
cial crisis." 

"The cuts that are coming on October 
15 were debated, we heard from public 
delegations, the board decided last March 
31 - they are done. They cannot be 
reversed at this time," says TransLink 
spokesperson Ken Hardie, "There will be 
perhaps three times that size of cut to the 
system if the region decides that there is to 
be no more funding for the public trans­
portation system." 

The cuts that come into effect on 
October 15 will be extensive. Most signifi­
cantly, there will no longer be late-night 
service leaving downtown Vancouver - the 
last bus for every route will depart down­
town at 1:40 a.m.In addition to the elimi­
nation of late-night service, cuts will affect 
41 (primarily suburban) routes. 

The upcoming cuts to service were 
negotiated following the N D P govern­
ment's failure to implement a proposed 
vehicle levy previously promised to 
TransLink. Now the company has two 
options for generating additional revenue, 
says Hardie - another fare increase or by 
appealing to the G V R D or the provincial 
government to raise taxes. 

Acco rd ing to the group Better 
Environmentally Sound Transportation the 
average annual increases under these pro­
posals are: 
• gas tax: $30-60 per year 
• property tax: $22 per year 
• transit fares: $125-250 per year ($250-

500 inc luding last summer 's fare 
increase) 
David Thomp.son, executive director of 

B.E.S.T. said, "Last summer's fare hike 
already cost transit users $125-250. This 
proposal would double those costs. Transit 
users would be paying an increase of eight 
times what car drivers would pay and 
twelve times what property owners would 
pay. And transit users - often students, the 
elderly and lower income people - are the 
least able to pay any increases." 

Fa i l i ng these increases, however, 
TransLink could implement further cuts to 

make the amount of service reflect 
TransLink's current financial situation. 

"Unfortunately, there's no tooth fairy, 
there's no magic money tree that we can 
go to... it comes down to a very clear 
choice, you either pay more to keep what 
you've got or you keep your money and 
get less - that's what it comes down to." 

Thompson says that more funding is 
needed, but disagrees about where it 
should come from. "We agree with the 
need for more revenue for the system. But 
it has to be spread out more. It has to be 
balanced. In the long run, TransLink needs 
to look at parking charges, road and bridge 
tolls and other sources," Thompson said. 

In the short term, TransLink is required 
by law to balance its books. Thompson 
continued, "the B C A A suggested advanc­
ing the current schedule for Provincial gas 
tax transfers to the Region. We agree com­
pletely with this idea. The transfers are 
going to happen anyway, so let's use them 
to help address the current crisis. And let's 
be realistic about the gas and property tax 
increases. 

"The gas tax hike would be cheaper 
than a cup of coffee a week. And regional 
property tax contributions to transportation 
are a fraction of those in other cities in 
Canada. They can both be afforded," he 
said. 

Those who are affected by the cuts 
may be comforted to know that 
decisions regarding what service 

would be cut were based on public input. 
Brenda Jones, also a TransLink spokesper­
son, adds the cuts are "disappointing" but 
says that "we really reached out to various 
organisations and we tried to be very 
aware of when shifts end for various 
organisations and when they start - we did 
some consultation on that." 

Jones notes that the reduction in late-
night service is not as bad as it sounds, -
"the last bus will leave downtown at 1:40 
a.m. and those buses connect into other 
bus networks in Burnaby and Surrey and 
all that kind of stuff, so those buses are 
continuing on and many of those buses 
will run until 3:30 in the morning," she 
says, "so we almost have 24-hour service 
we're just cutting back when the service is 
leaving downtown." 

B.E.S.T. will be holding a public forum 
on the proposed fare increases on the 
evening of October 17th at SFU Harbour 
Centre. 

C A M E R O N RANKIN 
Link New/s Reporter 

The Student Association is asking 
students of B C I T to approve a 
Medical|Dental plan for full time 

students. 
The SA will be holding a referendum 

October 22-24. 
The SA began examining the possibili­

ty of a medical plan after a group of stu­
dents did a feasibility study for for a class 
project last year which produced promis­
ing results. 

"Putting this plan into place will help 
students who don't know what is covered 
under the B C Medical and what isn't," 
said SA president Brent Morris. 

There will be two questions on the SA 
referendum: 

1. The Health Question: The proposed 
health Plan would provide most full time 
BCIT students with extended health bene­
fits at a cost of $98 per year. To cover pre­
mium and administrative cost 
adjustments, this fee may increase up to 
four percent per annum. The fee would be 
assessed to all eligible students at the time 
of registration. Students with comparable 
coverage may opt-out of this plan. Are 
you in favor of the Student Association 
implementing such a health plan? 

2. The Dental Question: The proposed 
Dental plan would provide most full-time 
BCIT students with Dental Benefits at the 
cost of $108 /year. To cover premium and 
administrative cost adjustments, this fee 
may increase up to four percent per 
annum. The fee would be assessed to all 
eligible students at the time of registra­
tion. Studenis with comparable coverage 
may opt-out of this plan. Are you in favor 
of the Student Association implementing 
such a Dental plan? 

Voting will take place between the 
dates of October 22-24 at the Student 
Association offices. 

Our students are being asked to vote on 
a plan that includes extended Medical and 
Dental benefits; it will not replace the reg­
ular B C Medical Card. Some of the fea­
tures of the plan are: 

• 80 percent Coverage on prescriptions 

with a drug card that you can take tc 
your pharmacists 

• 80 percent Coverage on Medical 
• 70 to 80 percent coverage on Denta 

with regular checkups and polishing 
being covered once a year 

• Private tutorial service if the student i; 
confined to home or hospital due to ill­
ness or injury for 15 consecutive schoo 
days. 

The Health plan does not include opti­
cal coverage. 

The plan will be mandatory for all full-
time BCIT students. There will, however 
be a clause in the contract for student; 
who have Extended Medical from anothe 
source to withdraw from the plan 
Students will have a month from the tim( 
the plan is implimented to withdraw fron 
the plan. Y o u wi l l be eligible to bt 
enrolled in the plan if: 

• you are a member of the BCIT SA 
• you are in an applicable program 
• you meet the full-time criteria for youi 

program 
• and you are residing in Canada 

Students can add their family to tht 
health plan for an attitudinal cost ranging 
from $98-$ 147 per family for Health anc 
$108- $304 per family for Dental. 

If the referendum is successful Tht 
BCIT student Association has chosen tc 
work with an consultant (Gal l ivan & 
Associates)to administer the Medical plan. 

The consultants wi l l establish 2 
Students Benefits Plan Office on campus 
There a Student Service Co-ordinator will 
deal with any matters in which students 
require personal attention. 

There will be information Booths or 
various days and locations throughout 
campus, if students wish to research the 
Medical plan themselves Gall ivan and 
Associates have they can find the infor­
mation on the net at: www.gallivan.ca/stu-
dentnetworks/bcit/faq.html. 

If their is a yes vote on the referendum, 
the Student Association will attempt to 
implement the plan for the winter semes­
ter of 2002. "This is a very important 
issue at our school," said Morris, who 
encourages all full-time students to vote at 
the referendum. 

Gallivan & Associates will be staffing information booths to inform the students on 
the details of the health and dental plans on the following dates at these locations: 

Date Time Place 
October 15 10:30 AM-2 : 30 PM SE6 (Lobby near cafeteria) 
October 15 10:30 Am-3: 30 PM S W l (second floor) 

October 16 10:30 Am-3: 30 PM S W l (second floor) 
October 16 10.30Am-2: 30 PM SE6 (Lobby near cafeteria) 
October 16 10 30Am-2: 30 PM N E l (Cafeteria) 

October 17 10.30Am-2: 30 PM N E l (Cafeteria) 
October 17 9:30 Am-3: 30Pm Great Hall 

October 18 9:30 Am-3: 30Pm Great Hall 
October 18 10.30Am-2: 30 PM SE12 (Cafeteria) 

October 19 10.30Am-2: 30 PM SE12 (Cafeteria) 
October 19 9:30 Am-3: 30Pm Great Hall 

THE UNK 3 OCTOBER 10, 2001 

http://www.gallivan.ca/stu-


NEWS 

CanWest 
Global 

donates the 
funding for 

anew 
Television 

news centre 
on camnus 

A M Y IJ\PSLEY 
Link News Reporter 

CanWest Global is donat­
ing money to the BCIT 
Bfoadcast and Med ia 

C iimmunications Program to 
Iniild a new television news 
cunlrc al BCIT. 

David Asper, an executive 
with CanWcsl Gidbal, was al 
BCIT on Wednesday to make 
the announcement. T h e | 
.3(10,000 dollar donation wi l l :| 
be used to build the G l o b a l | 
Te l ev i s i on News Centre o f ? 
Excellence. 

Brian Antonson, associate 
dean of Broadcast and Media 
Communications, says that the 
new facility will have a "huge 
impact" on the Program. With 
the new building, television 
news will have its own space, 
freeing up space for a separate 
radio newsroom as well as an 
on-line newsroom. 

"Over the years. Global has 
been very supportive of our 
program. They made a com­
mitment to the C R T C that with 
the purchase of the WIC oper­
ations, they would put a mi l ­
l ion dol lars in the local 
education market. We put for­
ward the concept of the Global 
Te lev i s ion News Centre of 
Excellence and they liked it," 
said Antonson. 

According to George Orr, a 
Te levis ion News Instructor, 
government cutbacks to educa­
tion are making private dona-
linns increasingly necessary. 

"Education is not growing 
in B C anymore, so the only 
way for educators to move for­
ward is lo find resources out­
side of the taxpayer"., he said. 

The Centre should be open 
in the fall of 2002. 

KJM C H O J N E P E P H O T O ; 

BCITs new smoking policy: 
smoke away from the doors 

B R U C E M C T A G G A R T 
Link News Reporter 

B CIT just got a lot tougher 
on smokers. 

Effective September 1, 2001, 
smoking will be restricted to out­
door locations away from 
entrances, windows, eating areas, 
thoroughfares, fresh air intakes, 
and areas where smoke could be 
drawn into buildings. In addition, 
smoking is also banned from the 
inside of all vehicles and from all 
covered areas. 

Th i s means that it w i l l no 
longer be enough for smokers to 
go outside and loiter near the 
door. They will have to go and 
stand out in the rain. 

Jerry Moss , vice president 
Student Services and Educational 
Support (check title) said that the 
new policy was in response to 
complaints that the areas around 
some doorways were ful l o f 
smoke. This forced non-smokers 

to pass through the smoke to enter 
the buildings. 

Asked about how the new poli­
cy would be enforced, Mr. Moss 
said, "We aren't running a police 
state here. The purpose of the new 
policy is to let people know what 
appropriate behavior is." 

The most common reaction 
amongst students to the new poli­
cy was "Policy, what policy?" 

When the policy was explained 
to them, reaction around campus 
was mixed but mostly supportive, 

Courtenay, a student in 
Envi ronmenta l Health said, 
"Maybe this wil l help me quit 
smoking. The policies fair, non-
smokers shouldn't have to put up 
with my smoke." 

Jeremy Cranston in 
Geographica l Information 
Systems said, "Great, now that we 
have reduced smoking through a 
clean air policy, we should ban 
cars from the campus to further 
clean up the air." 

Services agreement could 
be dire for post-secondary 
education, critics charge 

V I N C E T E E T A E R T 
Central Bureau 
Canadian University Press 

WINNIPEG 
growing number of acad­
emics say they're worried 

relatively unknown 
trade agreement cou ld have 
severe implications for post-sec­
ondary education. 

David Robinson, associate 
executive director for the 
Canadian Assoc ia t ion of 
University Teachers ( C A U T ) , 
says the General Agreement on 
Trade in Services, or G A T S , 
could impact everything from 
representation on universities' 
boards of governors to how the 
government spends money on 
post-secondary education. 

"We don't know what the full 
implications wil l be and what 
really scares me is the Canadian 
negotiators don't know either," 
Robinson said. 

Andre l^may, a spokesperson 
for the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and International Trade, 
says G A T S is like other trade 
agreements, only instead of trade 
in goods, G A T S governs trade in 
services. 

Lemay says fears over the 
agreement's effect on education 
are unfounded. The country will 
always have the option to keep 
education off Ihe trade table, he 
said. 

"Canada can exclude services 
from G A T S . " 

Lemay adds that Canadian 
trade negotiators are not includ­
ing education or health care in 
discussions. 

Ian Boyko, national chairper­
son of the Canadian Federation 
of Students, says Canadian min­
isters can't guarantee education 
won't be affected. 

"The federation is skeptical 
when [Trade Minister ] Pierre 

Pettigrew says education won't 
be on Ihe table," he said. 

G A T S crit ics like Boyko 
point to Article 1.3 of the agree­
ment which stipulates services 
can be exempt if the services are 
supplied " in the exercise of gov­
ernment authority" or "supplied 
neither on a commercial basis, 
nor in competition with one or 
more service suppliers." 

Robinson says colleges and 
universities aren't exempt under 
these criteria. He says universi­
ties' growing reliance on private 
funding has created "quasi-pri­
vate" institutions that could be 
included under G A T S rules. 

"It becomes muddied. It is not 
very clear [if universities] as they 
exist right now would be protect­
ed," said Robinson. 

Boyko and Robinson also 
have concerns over Canada's 
stance at the negotiating table. 

Many education leaders say 
Canada has been pushing for a 
broad agreement, one that could 
see Canadian corporations doing 
business in other countries in Ihc 
field of education. 

Lemay says Canada would 
benefit from an agreement on 
services. He points out that trade 
in services has been growing 
faster than trade in goods. 

"Services should become part 
of the World Trade Organization 
and we should have a set of 
rules," he said. He adds the rules 
are important to level the playing 
f ield which would benefit a 
country like Canada which has a 
"medium economy." 

But Robinson insists Canada 
can't sign a services agreement 
like the G A T S and expect that 
education will be exempt. 

" [Canadian trade officials] 
want to have public education 
here in Canada but have it com­
mercialized everywhere else," 
Robinson said. 

HR Food Bank drive held for 
Thanksgiving, another planned for 

before BClT's Christmas break 
B R U C E M C T A G G A R T 
Link News Reporter 

Students in Human 
Resources, Financial ) 
Management, and 

Management Systems got togeth­
er to organize a food bank drop 
off in the Great Hall for the week 
of October 3 lo 10. 

Interviewed as she set up the 
collection box, Shellaina Herrick 
said their effort was triggered by 

a feeling that it would be nice to 
do something positive in response 
to the events of September 
11.The food was to be donated lo 
the single mother's charity run by 
the Y W C A and the hope was that 
most of the donations would be 
received in time for 
Thanksgiving. 

The S A is planning a 
Christmas food Bank drive for 
NovecBto, . 
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FEATURE 

BC treaty referendum sparks debate 
KEVIN GROVES 
The Martlet, University of Victoria 
Canadian University Press 

VICTORIA 

Acontroversial storm is forecasted 
for British Columbia this spring as 
the B .C . government and First 

Nations head for a showdown over a pro­
posed referendum on treaty negotiations. 

"Aboriginal rights are recognized and 
confirmed by Canadian law," said Lana 
Lowe, a member of the University of 
Victoria's Native Student Union (NSU). 
"It seems that the sole purpose of a treaty 
referendum is to foster popular support for 
violating Ihe constitutionally protected 
rights of aboriginal peoples in B.C." 

Despite a recent decision to drop a 
court case challenging the Nisga'a Treaty, 
B.C. Premier Gordon Campbell promised 
to hold the province-wide vote based on 
concerns that aboriginal land claim treaties 
create a third order of government in B.C. 
(olher than provincial and federal) and vio­
late the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 

The NSU says its members are suspi­
cious of the government's interests. 

" A treaty referendum is a divide-and-
rule strategy that violates human and con­
stitutional rights in order to eliminate the 
possibility of local control over land and 
resources," Lowe said. "They can then be 
handed over to big business." 

Critics worry that a referendum could 
further bitterness between aboriginals and 
non-aboriginals, as well as increase eco­
nomic uncertainty, particularly in forest 
communities affected by a 19.3 per cent 
softwood lumber tariff. 

"It's just the wrong way lo go," said 
New Democrat MP Jenny Kwan. "If the 
[Liberal] concern is that there needs to be 
more process then there needs to be further 
consultation, which they have decided to 

reject. 
J o e 

Foy, a 
member of 
the Western 
Canada Wilderness 
Committee ( W C W C ) 
warns the consequences of Ihe 
referendum could be severe. 

"We should all remember what hap­
pened to Japanese-Canadians in the 
Second Wor ld War , " Foy said. "The 
Liberals seem serious about this referen­
dum and they should give the public some 
indication about where they're going with 
it." 

Others worry that the B.C. public may 
favour the government in a referendum 
simply out of a lack of awareness of the 
issues involved. 

"We don't know the degree lo which 
the general public has an understanding of 
the land claim process," said Bill While, 
UVic ' s Aboriginal Liaison Officer. 

Courses devoted to aboriginal aware­
ness were cut in 1981, While said, and lit­
tle has been done to educate the public 
about aboriginal affairs since that time. 

To 
d a t e , 

B . C . ' s 
t r e a t y 

process with 
First Nations is a 

lengthy, six-stage 
affair. First Nations must ini­

tially submit a statement of intent to the 
B.C. treaty commission, which is then fol­
lowed by negotiations lo ensure Ihe new 
treaty will be satisfactory to all parties 
concerned. 

By April of 2000, 51 B.C. First Nations 
representing more than 70 per cent of the 
aboriginal population in the province were 
at various stages in the treaty negotiation 
process. 

To ratify the N isga ' a deal, the 
province's former NDP government held 
450 meetings with advisory groups and the 
public, while a legislative committee held 
31 public hearings on the agreement-in-
principle in 27 communities around B.C. 
The final debate on the treaty lasted 116 
hours. 

Last March, Ihe legislature conducted a 
lengthy debate on a motion opposing the 

use of referenda to deal with First Nation 
treaty rights. Speeches from both the NDP 
government and the B C Liberal opposition 
presented widely differing viewpoints. 

"It is absolute nonsense to pretend that 
treaty rights aren't minority rights," said 
Ihen-NDP Premier Ujjal Dosanjh. " O f 
course they are. They are fundamental to 
our relationship with B.C.'s First Nations. 
I would ask: why is this, of all issues, the 
one where [Ihe B .C. Liberals] choose lo 
hold a referendum?" 

But Geoff Plant, now attorney general 
with the B.C. Liberals had strong criti­
cisms of Dosanjh's speech and suggested 
that the treaty process to date had denied 
the public a wider say in how il should be 
organized. 

"Those words say that it would be 
wrong to use the vehicle of referendum to 
ascertain from the people of British 
Columbia some input into the guiding 
principles that should affect the treaty 
mandates of the government," Plant said. 
"I oppose that because I believe that there 
is a use for the referendum process in this 
province." 

T h e B . C . L ibera ls are now in the 
process of drawing up Ihe questions for Ihe 
referendum and members from the NDP 
were asked to s i t on a c o m m i t t e e that 
would decide on the questions. Both Kwan 
and party leader Joy IvlacPhail refused. 

"We felt that the dec is ions o f the com­
mittee would be predetermined, so we 
decided not to participate," Kwan said. 
"Instead, we have created an alternate 
committee to promote h o w Ihe province 
could engage in treaty negotiations." 

Government MPs remain quiet about 
what questions will be asked. 

Neither Plant nor John L e s , B .C . 
Liberal M P for Chil l iwack-Sumas w h o 
heads the referendum committee, could be 
reached by press time. 
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B l o o d Donor C l in ic 
Town Square Conference Room A & B 

Thursday, October 25, 2001 
9:00am - 4:00pm 

W h o c a n d o n a t e ? 

Healthy Individuals weighing at least 110 lb. who 
are in good health and free from most medication. 

H o w l o n g d o e s i t t a k e ? 

The actual donation takes about 10 minutes and 
the whole process takes about an hour. New 

donors will take a little longer. 

I m p o r t a n t : 

Remember to eat a substantial meal 
1 - 4 hours prior to donating. 

Bring identiflcatlon with you. 

Free Juice and cookies. 

If you are unsure if you can donate -
caU the Blood Service at 879 6001 (24 hours). 

Blancfie van Ginkle and Ursula Franklin. Lorenzo Marcolongo Pho:| 

Retired U of T profs demand 
compensation for years of 

alleged wage discrimination 
KIÎ  EDWARDS 
Tfie Varsity, 
University of Toronto 
Canadian University Press 

T 
T O R O N T O 

Ihe University of Toronto 
discriminated against its 
top female employees by 

paying them lower salaries than 
their male colleagues four retired 
U of T professors have alleged. 

"The university has unduly 
enriched themselves and benefit­
ed from what they didn't pay us," 
said Blanche van Ginkle, the uni­
versity's former dean of architec­
ture. 

van Ginkle, along with Ursula 
Franklin, Phyllis Grosskurth and 
Cicely Watson were in court last 
week seeking to represent 108 
retired professors and librarians 
in a class-action lawsuit. The suit 
would demand compensation for 
the wage disparities and would 
allow the four women to repre­
sent others with concerns instead 
of each retired professor individ­
ually taking the university to 
court over matter. 

Justice Arthur Gans presided 
over the hearing. 

Mary Anne Eberts, the 
women's legal counsel, argued 
that the case should be tried as a 

class-action suit because the cost 
and burden of filing individual 
lawsuits would be too difficult 
for all of the elderly women 
involved. 

Angus McKinnon, who repre­
sented the university, challenged 
the claim by saying there is no 
historical gender-based discrimi­
nation at LI of T and therefore no 
basis for a class-action suit. 

In 1973, the Univers i ty of 
Toronto reviewed women ' s 
salaries to find there were eco­
nomic disparities between men 
and women, which the university 
then moved to address. 

However, a few years later, 
disparities arose again. 

The university adjusted 
salaries again in 1989, but the 
women who wish to be viewed as 
a class for this case never saw a 
pay increase because they retired 
before 1991, before the wage and 
pension adjustment kicked in. 

"When the salaries of the 
women were reviewed by the 
university, they were found to be 
much too low. There was deter­
mined to be systemic discrimina­
tion against women," said van 
Ginkle about the salary review. 

"I made $35,000 in 1977. I 
was hired by the university to run 
the [architecture] school. I wasn't 

a nobody," said van Ginkle. i 
She adds that after the 19f* 

review, wages began to dr i 
apart again. 

Younger academics, va 
Ginkle said, have worked hard 
eliminate wage disparities. 

"When you look at assista 
professors, it's a different stoi 
That, I assume, is because t 
younger generation, thank heal 
en, is more aware and mo 
aggressive," she said. 

"I have a huge amount 
respect for the particular wom 
invo lved . They did a hu; 
amount to promote women 
academia," said Angela Hilliai 
a U of T vice president. 

"However, you have to thij 
about the implications. Does t 
university adjust salaries only f 
current employees or also for pi 
vious employees? I think it h 
implications not just for U of 
but for all employers. I thi 
they're very complex issue! 
Hilliard said. 

The verdict w i l l not 
announced for several monti 
The women involved say th 
will rally public support in t 
meantime. 
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Vancouver's Rogue Folk club suffers 
in aftermath of the Translink strike 

BRUCE MCTAGGART 
Link Arts & Culture Reporter 

The lower mainland bus 
strike of last summer is 
still having a negative 

impact on the community. 
The Rogue Folk Club, one 
of the best providers of live 
music in the area, is on the 
verge of folding. , 

The club has been forced 
to send out appeals for cash 
donations. They have had to cut 
back on concert dates, and have 
had to share mailings with the 
Performing Arts Management 
Program at Capilano College. 

The Rogue has been provid­
ing top notch music from around 
the world for 14 years. Run 
entirely by volunteers, concert 
prices are generally between ten 
and 20 dollars making them one 

2^ 

the 
b e s t 
entertainment values around. 

This summer the Rogue put 
on six shows in a row that lost 
money. This has never happened 
before in the history of the club 
and can be blamed on the lack of 
bus transportation. The day after 

the strike, the club presented a 
concert with Dougie MacLean 
from Scotland and it sold out. 

Performers from all over 
the world have praised the 
Rogue Folk Club as being 
unique in providing a com­
munity based, non-profit, 
concert promoter. Where 
else can you go to see a 
concert, meet the perform­

ers, and buy their products 
which they will gladly auto­

graph. 

For those of us who are short 
of funds, the Rogue trades vol­
unteer help running the concerts 
for free tickets. They also throw 
in dinner. 

If the Rogue disappears, 
Vancouver wi l l have lost a 
unique asset that provides some 
of the best night life in town. 

Undertaking Oaddies liury 
Kim Barlow's performance 

BRUCE MCTAGGART 
Link Arts & Culture Reporter 

It must be hard to be the head­
line act and have the openers 
give a better concert. That 

was the case September 29th at 
the Capilano College Theatre. 

Concert Revievii 
Kim Barlow with the 
Undertaking Daddies 
Capilano College Theatre 
September 29 

Both acts come from the 
Yukon, but beyond that they 
don't have much in common. 
Opening were the Undertaking 
Daddies, four middle-aged musi­

cians who dress like 1930s gang­
sters and play bluegrass and 
blues. These guys are tight, and 
their set went like clockwork. 

The Undertaking Daddies 
write much of their own music, 
using their own experiences for 
inspiration. They are just wrap­
ping up a tour back east to pro­
mote their latest album, 'Post 
Atomic Hillbil l ies ' . If you get 
the chance to see these guys, I 
heartily recommend them. 

Tight is not how I'd describe 
K i m Bar low ' s set. In fact, 1 
would describe it as the worst 
organized set I've ever seen. 
During the first song the moni­
tors weren't working properly, 
and we were treated to having 

two sound men wandering 
around the stage tracing wires 
while she performed. 

Barlow writes and plays rock 
folk. She was playing with some 
Vancouver studio musicians 
with whom she had recorded a 
C D , and I felt they could use 
some practice together. She has 
a nice voice and is very talented 
with the guitar, banjo, and cello. 
Her lyrics are great, especially 
the song about aging couples 
called "Give Me a Kiss You 
Dirty Old Bugger'. 

It may be that she was just 
having an unlucky night and I 
dare say I will probably go and 
see her again. 
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Just think about it... 
one day you might save 
the life of a relative, friend 
or even a stranger. 

Wouldn't it be nice to know 
someone might do 
the same for you? 

Register to be an 
organ donor today 

and you might 

save a life tomorrow. 
r 

Shelby 
liver recipient 

Register electronically by visiting our website 

\AAA^.transplant.bc.ca 

^m-l 604-877-2240 

British Columbia 
Transplant Society 

CAN YOU HANDLE 
T H E R E M O T E ? 

Scouts Canada helps young people experience tlie great outdoors ttirough 
exciting hikes, camps, i«ater activities, bike trips, and other adventures. 

We need you to help today's Scouts learn cool new skills, develop self-confidence 
and have a blast with their friends. We provide all the training you need. 

You'll gain valuable leadership experience and the satisfaction 
of helping kids leam and grow. 

Be a Leader, and help Scouts Canada "Bring on the Adventure." 

A 1-888-Scouts-Now WKM 
(1-888-726-8876) iJP 

www.scoiits.ca 

request line 
432-8511 
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NEWS 

Students condemn anti-Arab backiash 
K E L L Y H O L L O W A Y 
The Varsity, 
University of Toronto 
Canadian University Press 

T O R O N T O 

University students are 
reporting threats and 
intimidation against Arab 

students following the terrorist 
bombings in the U.S. three weeks 
ago. 

" A friend of mine, an Afghani 
friend, has had serious prob­
lems," Abdel Razzaq Takriti said 
at a rally against war and racism 
outside the U.S. Embassy in 
Toronto on Tuesday. "I have 
been hearing people saying racist 
things.""lt's disgusting for me," 
he said. "And I'm afraid. I was 
even afraid of coming here 
tonight." 

Racism against Canada ' s 
Arab community has ballooned 
in Ihc last two weeks. 

A Montreal mosque that was 
f irebombed only hours after 
hijacked planes crashed into New 
York ' s World Trade Center is j 
perhaps the most horrifying inci­
dent, although many more threats 
and attacks have been reported. 

In Ontario, a Hindu temple 
was burned. At M c G i l l 
University, medical student A l i 

Hashemi woke up Sunday morn­
ing to find his car vandalized. 
One of the windows was broken 
and on the body of the car in per­
manent marker someone had 
written, "Arab go home," and 
"You don't fucking belong here." 

J e h a d 
A l iweiwi , a 
former York 
U n i v e r s i t y 
student and 
now the 
e x e c u t i v e 
director of 
t h e 
C a n a d i a n 
A r a b 
Federation, 
said his 
organization 
had received 
more than a 
d o z e n 
threatening 
phone calls in Ihe days following 
the hijackings. 

Al iweiwi said the federation 
had considered holding a peace 
rally. It never materialized, he 
said, because many Arabs in the 
local community were afraid to 
march in public. 

Y o r k professor H iman i 
Bannerji lamented the tragedy in 
the U.S. may fuel racism against 

"When I listen to 
particularly the American 
media, there's a lot of anger 
and I think people want 
revenge. 

"I just hope that in 
Canada there won't be the 
same push for vengeance," 

Catharine Grant, 
York university Student 

Arabs for some time. 
" A life of terror is in store for 

a lot of people in this part of the 
world," she said. 

Demonstrators at the Toronto 
rally said threats and attacks on 
Arabs must stop. Many carried 

signs with 
slogans like 
" C o n d e m n 
scapegoat-
ing of 
Arabs" and 
"Stop anti-
M u s l i m 
hate." 

S i m i l a r 
to the 
dozens of 
recent peace 
m a r c h e s 
across the 
country, the 
T o r o n t o 
rally urged 

the U.S. and its allies to look for 
a different response to Ihe attacks 
than war. 

"I 'm trying to join with olher 
people and raise a voice of sanity 
amidst an insane moment of 
tragedy of horror," said Sean 
Whitney, an activist with 
Mobilization for Global Justice. 
"That voice of sanity has to say 
no to war — that bombing inno­

cent civilians is not going to rec- j 
tify the situation. It's not going to j 
bring justice." | 

Whitney said the biggest 1 
struggle should be to attack the j 
oppressive poverty around the 
world, particularly in the Middle 
East, which he believes is the soil 
from which terrorism grows. 

Native leader Rodney 
Bobiwash equated war against 
humankind with a war against 
common sense. He made a plea 
for peace and solidarity, noting 
that regular citizens would bene­
fit little from an attack on 
Afghanistan. 

"We just don 't want more 
people to die. It looks like that's 
what's going to happen and it 
looks like Canada's going to sup­
port the United States as a part of 
N A T O in potentially bombing 
Afghanistan. That would be 
absolutely hor r i fy ing , " said 
Catharine Grant, a history stu­
dent at York. 

"When I listen to particularly 
the American media, there's a lot 
of anger and I think people want 
revenge. 

"I just hope that in Canada 
there won't be the same push for 
vengeance," she said. 
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International Youth Exchange 
Would you like to spend three 
months in India, in L'niguay, in 
Russia, or somewhere else in the 
developing world.' Plus three 
months in another region of 
Canada.' The C;mada World 
Youth Exchange Program is a 
great opportunity to learn about 
the world and yourselL .Apply 
now for our 2002-200.^ Youth 
Exchange Program. 
Applicants must be: 17-20. 
healthy, willing lo work hard .and 
eager for a cross-cultural 
volunteer experience. 

Can.ada World Youth 
(604) 732-.S1 13 in Vancouver 

toll free 1-800-889-6069 
www.cwy-jcm.org or 

cmai I :bc@ cwy-jcnt.org 
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Special BCIT Student Rate 
We provide a wide range of dental services to every aspect of your dental needs 
from cleaning to wisdom teeth extraction , . . and we perform our dentistry with 
gentleness, experience and skill, and most importantly with your budget in mind. 
All BCIT Students and Staff receive a 10% discount (with this ad). 
• W h i t e f i l l i n g s 

• O r t h o d o n t i c s 

• D e n t a l I m p l a n t 

• S e d a t i o n 

• W h i t e n i n g 

• W i s d o m T e e t h E x t r a c t i o n 

• R o o t C a n a l 

• D e n t a l H y g i e n e 

• L o w R a d i a t i o n D i g i t a l X - r a y 

• O S H A S t e r i l i z a t i o n P r o c e d u r e s 

• 3 0 Y e a r s E x p e r i e n c e 
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CITY HALL 

DEER LAKE PKY 

HEALTH • LIFE • QUALITY DENTISTRY 
# 1 7 5 R o b e r t s S t r e e t , B u r n a b y , B . C . V 5 G 4 E 1 

(604) 43-FLOSS (35677) 
We are just down the street from you. 
Ample Parking. Reserved Stalls 60, 61, 62 
Bus 12 & 123 (Stops at Door) 

OCTOBER 10, 2001 8 THE LINK 

http://www.cwy-jcm.org
http://cwy-jcnt.org

