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DUPLICATE ARCHIVES 

With this s e c o n d issue of C h a l l e n g e , we 
tal<e a quick bow of thanks for the encourage
ment readers gave us when C h a l l e n g e first 
appeared in February. Many readers phoned 
BCIT with offers of gifts-in-kind and many 
others were interested in our breakfast ser ies. 

With that kind of encouragement , we bring 
to your desks the s e c o n d issue of C h a l l e n g e , 
a resource development newsletter for our 
corporate communi ty leaders. 

Klopf er Steps Down 
After Active Two Years 

Alex Klopfer, who resigns his position as 
cha i rman of BC IT ' s Development Counc i l this 
summer, first b e c a m e involved with the 
Institute five y e a r s a g o . "I sawtha t the BCIT 
product was very much needed by industry. 
BCIT grads have provided great support 
wherever I've worked," he said in a recent 
interview. Klopfer, who has held key posit ions 
at IBM C a n a d a and served as execut ive v i ce -
president and Chief Operat ing Off icer at 
M a c D o n a l d Dettwiler and Assoc ia tes , is now 
president of Ep ic Data Inc., a computer ized 
data col lect ion supplier with staff of over 300, 
many of whom are BCIT grads. 

When he began his term as cha i rman of the 
Development Counc i l two years ago, he said, 
the provincial government 's attitude toward 
BCIT was very much different from what it is 
today. The Development Counc i l , made up of 
exper ienced people in industry in B.C., p layed 
a major role, he felt, in that reversal of attitude. 
"We expressed the feeling of industry that 
BCIT was an extremely important resource in 
B.C. ," he said. This change of attitude has 
resulted in the adoption of a new mandate for 
BCIT with a c lear leadership role in provincial 
technologica l educat ion, and is restoring the 
funding levels BCIT needs to carry out that 
mandate. 

"The Development Counc i l is an influen
c ing body," he stated flatly. "It is an independ
ent l iaison group that interacts between 

Alex Klopfer 

industry, government and the Board of 
Governors of BCIT itself. Its only concern is 
the overall good of the Institute." 

Klopfer, however, has no il lusions about the 
amount of f inancial support the Institute can 
expect from government sources . "Rather 
than expect government to pay more and 
more, we 've got to find new ways of working 
with industries to keep up-to-date. For every 
educat ional institution in the world, to have the 
latest and greatest of everything is going to be 
more and more difficult," he said, 

Klopfer is particularly p leased with the s u c 
c e s s of the Development Counc i l ' s breakfast 
ser ies, begun during his chai rmanship. 
Through the Counc i l ' s bus iness network, 
people like the president of Merrill Lynch and 
the president of IBM C a n a d a have been guest 
speakers which, Klopferfelt, helps to sensit ize 
the bus iness communi ty to BCIT 's activities 
and plans. 

Al though he's stepping down from his 
cha i rman 's position, Klopfer 's interest in BC IT 
is far from ended. He will remain a member of 
the Development Counc i l when a new chair
man is n a m e d in the early summer . 



New BCIT president is John Watson, who 
has left his government post as Assistant 
Deputy Minister, Ministry of Advanced 
Education and Job Training, to head the 
Institute. 

Intellectually Nutritious 
Breakfasts 

The direction of B.C. 's e lectronics 
industry in the 1990s will a c c o m p a n y 
orange juice, coffee and breakfast in 
late June when Roy Henderson, the 
first execut ive director of the E lec 
tronics Manufacturers ' Assoc ia t ion 
of B.C., is guest speaker at BCIT 
Development Counc i l ' s breakfast 
series. First speaker schedu led for 
the fall l ineup is newly-appointed 
BCIT president John Watson. 

If you're interested in attending, 
cal l the Development Off ice at BCIT, 
432-8868. 

Malcolm Wickson Memorial 
Fund To Generate First Award 
This Fall 

When Ma lco lm Wickson died last year, 
there were many at BCIT who acutely felt the 
hole left by his pass ing. His serv ice to the 
Institute as a Board member and as Cha i rman 
of the Board, both before and after BCIT 's 
merger with the Paci f ic Vocat ional Institute in 
1985, was performed with t ireless effort and 
dedicat ion. 

It is not surprising, then, that within a month 
of his death, the Ma lco lm Wickson Memor ia l 
Fund was establ ished at B C I T t o h o n o r t h e 
dedicat ion he had to BCIT. With the help of a 
17-member commit tee of W ickson admirers, 
many of whom c a m e to know him through his 
years of work for the Progress ive C o n s e r v a 
tive party, donat ions to the Wickson Memor ia l 
Fund have been accumulat ing over the year. 
In October, the first d isbursements from the 
memorial fund will be made, to s e c o n d year 
students who have demonstrated a comb ina 
tion of high a c a d e m i c ach ievement and 
leadership. 

Al though the fund is nowhere near its goal 
yet of $100,000, the $16,325 contributed so far 
is enough to generate interest to cover the 
initial ach ievement awards. Every dollar 
donated before the end of 1989 is matched by 
the provincial government, and will increase 
the value of the awards in future years. 

Can You Use A . . . ? 
. . . marine radar system or a receiver for a 

satellite ground station? "Probably" was Jerry 
L loyd's reply to donors earlier this spring, and 
further research with faculty turned that 
"probably" into a " yes " . Uniden Corp. 's gift-in-
kind of 52 satellite receiving units, 20 satellite 
positioner components , and various e lec 
tronic equipment was a we lcome bonus for 
instructors in the e lectronics programs. A 
major donation in Ma rch from Te lecommun i 
cat ions Serv ices International, part of B.C. Tel,, 
of e lectronic equipment which was no longer 
required was a helpful boost to the hands-on 
teaching and learning underway in the e lec 
tronics labs as well. A marine radar system, a 
DeHavi l land Dash 8 horizontal stabilizer and 
x-ray equipment were also we l come gifts-in-
kind this spring. 

Many people responded to our need for 
gifts-in-kind with offers of used computers. 
Al though BCIT apprec ia tes the interest 
potential donors showed, rarely c a n older 
model computer equipment be used by our 
students for c lass room purposes. Computer 
technology is chang ing so fast that we need 
state of the art equipment to produce gradu
ates current in theirf ield. 

Inquiries about gifts-in-kind should be 
addressed to Jerry Lloyd, BCIT Development 
Off ice, at 432-8869. 

A Group Thank You 
Ask almost any BCIT student in Mining or 

Extractive Metallurgy who helped pay their 
way through schoo l , and you'll hear the name 
of C y Keyes . S ince 1983, the C y and Emera ld 
Keyes Foundation has provided bursaries to 
nearly every student in these two programs, 
ranging from a couple of hundred dollars to as 
much as $1,500. 

C y Keyes was a mining engineer who knew 
the high costs of exploring the land before you 
reaped any profits. He a lso was aware of the 
need for well-trained people in his field. He left 
enough money in his will to provide more than 
$30,000 a year to f inancially assist students 
studying mining and extractive metallurgy. 
T h e foundation is the largest bursary donor to 
BCIT and has provided $183,750 to students 
s ince its inception. 

Last month, 34 of these students met with 
the three trustees who administer the fund, 
one of whom, Horace Harr ison, is the nephew 
of C y Keyes . A n annual affair, this reception 
gives the students an opportunity to thank the 
trustees and find out more about their bene
factor, while at the s a m e time allowing those 
who are carrying out the will of C y Keyes to 
see what a good idea he had. 

Cy Keyes Foundation trustee Horace Harrison talks 
with bursary students. 

The bursaries are intended to offset 
general cos ts of educat ion and specif ical ly to 
permit^todents to attend field schoo l during 
their programs. Field schoo l , or on-site visita
tion to mines in B.C., is an essent ial but expen -
sive,educat ional exper ience. This spring, for 
exainple, students spent six days touring 
mines near Kimberley, Fernie, Kamloops and 
C a c h e Creek. 

But as mining engineer C y Keyes knew, 
you have to explore the land before you make 
a dollar. 

C h a l l e n g e is publ ished quarterly by the 
BCIT Development Off ice. For more infor
mation on items in this newsletter or other 
resource development concerns , contact 
Jerry Lloyd at 432-8869. 


