














A quiet little genocide: 
Canada gets cozy with third world tyrant 

"We shall have to repent in this generation, not so 
much for tlie evil deeds of the wicked people, hut for the 
appalling silence ofthe good people." 

M a r t i n Lu lher King . Jr. 

By Ron Dart 

Most people have probably never heard of 

the small island of East Timor, but on 

December 7th, 1975, Indonesia invaded the 

island, and since 1975 more than 250,000 of 

the 700,000 inhabitants have been butchered 

in some of the most gruesome ways. The 

genocide in East Timor is compounded by 

Canada's silence and complicit involvement 

in Indonesia's treatment of the East 

Timorese people. 

At the time East Timor was invaded, 

Canada was the largest investor in Indonesia. 

Canada could have played a significant role 

in challenging the brutality of the Indonesian 

military, but Canada chose to side with 

General Suharto and his death squads. 

Noam Chomsky sums up the situation when 

he says: 

"Canada had enormous leverage over the 
slaughters in East Timor and never used it. 
TTie media were never concerned, and the 
intellectual community were never 
concerned. In this respect, Canada has 
contributed materially to the slaughter in 
East Timor." 

Canada has consistently refused to oppose 
the Indonesian invasion and Canada Foreign 
Affairs has faithfully heeded and followed the 
edited script of the Indonesian interpretation 
of events. In fact, Canada tends to see the 
occupation and annexation of East Timor as 
a fait accompli, and the sooner the East 
Timorese recognize it, the better. 

Although the United Nations has 
repeatedly called on Indonesia to withdraw 
from East Timor, Canada in 1980 and 1982 
voted against such a resolution from the U N 
general assembly. In 1984 and 1986, Canada 
played an important role in an arms bazaar 
and arms show in Indonesia, and by 1986 
Canada had eight arms manufacturers with 
production facilities in Indonesia. Needless 
to say, Canada supplies the Indonesian 
military with the arms they need to brutalize 
their citizens. 

In February 1987, the Indonesian foreign 
minister visited the Canadian parliament. A 
Liberal M P (using Amnesty International 
reports) accused Indonesia of genocide, but 
Joe Clark quickly defended Indonesia. The 
U N has continued to condemn the 
Indonesian occupation of East Timor at 
various decolonialization hearings and in 
September 1987. the European Economic 
Community voted 164-12 for withdrawl of 
Indonesian troops from East Timor, but the 

Canadian government either ignores the 

mounting evidence, or denies it. 

Meanwhile, Canada the third largest 

foreign investor after Japan and the U S A , 

continues to build up lucrative trade relations 

with Indonesia. Currently there are more 

than 300 Canadian companies doing business 

there and many of our investments are 

supported by the Canadian International 

Development Agency (CIDA) and export 

development credits. Indonesia has the fifth 

largest population in the world js rich in 

natural resources and labour is cheap. 

Since General Suharto took power in 1965 

(supported and backed by the American 

Central Intelligence Agency), he has tortured 

680 ni 

and murdered one million people in his anti-
communist purges (most of these individuals 
were poor and landless), and he has opened 
up to the West an "investors paradise." 

Indonesia continues to be Canada's third 
largest recipient of aid and in the period 
between 1987 - 1991 bilateral aid is expected 
to reach $350 million. The New 
Internationalist places Indonesia among the 
top ten terrorist states in the world, and yet 
Canada refuses to criticize the brutality of 
General Suharto's totalitarian regime, 
because business and trade are so profitable. 
In fact, Canadian taxes have been used to put 
together a C I D A - Indonesia five part film 
series, "Indonesia: A Nation of Change." TTie 
series conveniently sidesteps any serious 
discussion of the human rights situation in 
Indonesia, and it presents a most deceptive 
scenario. We hear noth-ng of the 
"Transmigration Program" (it has been called 
the largest resettlement operation in history); 
we hear nothing of the destruction of. 

indigenous tribes; we hear nothing of the 

rape of women and the torture of men. And 

yet Canadian aid and development agencies 

allow a picture to be painted for the 

Canadian people that is not true to some of 

the most damning facts. 

Canada prides itself in the international 

community on being a peace-maker, on being 

a middle power and on using quiet diplomacy 

to create a better world. But in some cases, 

the political image is not true to the facts. 

The situation in Indonesia is a striking case 

in point. Although Canada has not directly 

been responsible for the ongoing genocide of 

the East Timorese people, our silence, 

indeed our complicit involvement with 

Indonesia has allowed their government to 

continue its terrorism with little opposition. 

Because of this, our hands are stained with 

the blood of the East Timorese people. 

What we can do 
There is no doubt that in the last 25 years 

Indonesia has treated its citizens in a most 
unjust way. But Canadians cannot sit back 
and act as if this is none of our concern. 
Canada has been silent for some significant 
reasons, and there is more than one way to 
slaughter a people other than the pressing of 
the trigger. 

There are various steps that we can take 

to challenge our present government's 

position towards Indonesia. We can: 

1) support the call of the Bishop of East 

Timor for a referendum on the country's 

future; 

2) ban the sale of military equipment to 

Indonesia; 

3) condemn the Indonesian trans­

migration and assimilation of programmes 

aimed at destroying the culture of the 

Timorese aboriginal peoples; 

4) join the European Community and the 

majority of the U N in calling for a free East 

Timor; 

5) provide humanitarian aid to East 

Timorese refugees and work for the free 

access of the International Red Cross and 

other human rights and non-government 

organizations (NGO's) to East Timor; 

6) contact External Affairs, requesting an 

explanation of Canada's silence about East 

Timor. 

Those who want to know more about 

Canada's complicit involvement in the 

genocide of the East Timorese can contact 

Elaine Briere, East Timor Alert Network, 

P.O. Box 354, Ladysmith, BC, VOR 2E0 (ph 

604-245-3068). 

Ron Dan is Pacific Regional Dirrclor of Amnesty 
Iniemational. He leaches Political Philosophy and Woiid 
Politics at Fraser Valley College, Abbotsford, BC 
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