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// Letter From The Editor
Hello voters...

Yes, you! You’re an eligible voter and student 
elections are just around the corner! Didn’t 
know this? Well you’re in the right place! This 
Special “Elections” Edition of Link Magazine 
will give you all you need to know about the 
upcoming BCITSA elections, the candidates, 
political history at BCIT and how you can get 
involved. 

However... Before you dive in, I’d just like to 
say…

As a journalist, it’s my duty to remain objective, 
but one of the first things anyone told me in 
j-school was: bias is inevitable. I’m about to 
echo that sentiment.

The fact that I myself spent a year of my life as 
an elected exec in student government (UBC 
Students’ Union Okanagan, Kelowna) and that 
my roots are from an extremely corrupt country 
(India, where they claim to be democratic), 
might lead to some of the bias in my thinking 
that: voter apathy is one of the saddest and 
most frustrating parts of any election.

Some people (especially students) go a long way 
to save a dollar, or make every dollar worthwhile, 
so here’s one easy way to make that part of your 
tuition work for you: vote!

So read (and I hope you enjoy) this issue, have 
a discussion with your candidates about their 
platform and then take to the polls. It doesn’t 
take long to vote, but it can go a long way in 
making your student experience better!

CHOOSING YOUR LEADER Link Magazine is the British Columbia Institute of 
Technology’s student voice. Published monthly 
by the BCIT Student Association (BCITSA), 
Link is distributed among five campuses and 
to over 46,000 students, faculty, and staff.
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS (BOG) — supervise all the 
students and executive body of BCIT, and it consists of 
financial, executive and governance committees. 

EDUCATION COUNCIL (EdCo) — the body supervising the 
SA. The Council deals with BCIT policies, awards, academic 
standing, appeals, and examinations. 

PRESIDENT — the official spokesperson for the BCITSA. 
She/He presides over Council and Executive meetings, 
makes sure everyone is doing their job, and presents the 
Annual Report at the Annual General Meeting.

VP ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE — responsible for 
managing budget and evaluating monthly financial reports; 
She/he also manages all BCITSA employees. Also arranges 
council and executive meetings, and is responsible for 
meeting minutes.

VP CAMPUS LIFE — helps promote student events and 
other extracurricular activities on campus, and organizes 
Orientation in September.

VP STUDENT AFFAIRS — responsible for handling 
student issues and concerns, and discusses all matters 
affecting student life at BCIT with the institution. 

VP EXTERNAL — responsible for promoting and 
maintaining good public relations with communities 
around BCIT; ccommunicates with Ministry and 
Government regarding issues affecting BCIT.

CHAIRS (Schools of: Business; Health Sciences; Energy; 
Transportation, Construction & the Environment; Computing & 
Academic Studies; ATC; and DTC — organize monthly Set Rep 
meetings, connect the Council and School/Satellite Campus, and 
appoint Student Councilors from their School/Satellite Campus. 

SET/CLASS REPRESENTATIVES 
The direct voice of the students in the Student Association. Set Reps act as a two-way communication between the SA and the 
students: they bring up issues that arise in a particular set/class to the respective Chair, and inform students of decisions made 
in council meetings.  

EXECUTIVE GLOSSARY
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want to do it at 
the cottage.

42% 

Do it your way. 
The semester is almost over. Are you thinking 

of picking up a prerequisite or redoing a course? 
Get ahead without sacrifi cing your summer.

We offer over 590 online and distance courses. 
Enrol anytime, study anywhere, then transfer 

your credits back to your current program. 

Find out more today!

PAY FOR 3 MONTHS
GET 4TH MONTH

FREE!
South Vancouver Self Storage 

8866 Laurel Street • 604-229-3262 
vancouver@sentinel.ca

Visit www.sentinel.ca

TALK AMONGST 
YOURSELVES

#BCITelections2014

Facebook.com/linkbcit

@linkbcit

@thelinkmag

VOTE NOW
MARCH 31 — APRIL 4
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Your next move will set your career in motion

Make 
YOUR 
MOVE 

College transfer student Courtney 
Lockhart always knew she wanted to 
pursue a career in politics. What she 
didn’t know was that a degree from the 
University of Lethbridge would take her 
from Lethbridge all the way to Capitol 
Hill. 

Courtney secured a co-op position at 
Global Centurion in Washington, D.C., 
an organization focused on the abolition 
of modern slavery. Not only did Courtney 

see former U.S. Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton give a speech at the Department 
of State, but her work allowed her to see 
the impact of human rights advocacy 
first-hand. 

Recognized on the national stage as one 
of Canada’s top-three undergraduate 
institutions (2014 Maclean’s University 
Rankings) and one of Canada’s 
top-three undergraduate research 
universities (RE$EARCH Infosource, 

2013), uLethbridge provides students 
opportunities to take their education 
outside the classroom – something that 
Courtney says gave her insight into 
future jobs.  

The uLethbridge Faculty of Arts and 
Science offers more than 30 transfer 
and post-diploma programs for you 
to choose from. After completing your 
diploma, earn a degree in as little as 
two years. 

Our co-operative education and 
internship opportunities let you explore 
your interests while gaining practical 
experience that will give you the skills 
and experience to shape your career. 

Apply by June 1 to 
be eligible for a free 
semester of tuition.* 

Campuses in Lethbridge | Calgary | Edmonton

Alberta’s Destination University. Make it yours.

 /artsci
*Terms and conditions apply
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PM Pierre Elliot Trudeau visits BCIT campus (April 25, 1979) 
where Student President Fiona Fraser bestowed him with an honorary 
membership in the Student Association.

PM Joe Clark on campus January 24, 1980

Tallying the votes in the 1980 student elections

Credit:: Don Wright/Photographer
courtesy: BCIT Archives


