
Connection
Vol. 4, N o. 3 March, 1987

= 'v

T * e  C h a rte re d  G e n e ra l 
Accountants were delighted  
with this advertisement, p re 
p ared  as a term pro ject for 
the A dvertis ing , C reative  
D esign course by second  
year B C IT  M arketing  stu
dents Rebecca Mowatt (oppo
site), Robert Brom ley and  
Gordon Lord.

The advertisement, for which 
the CGA p a id  only the cost 
o f photography, w ill appear  
in Time M agazine, M acleans  
M a g a z in e  a n d  the U B C  
A lum ni M agazine. Copies  
o f the a d  w ill a lso go to 
p rovinc ia l CGA offices for 
local use.



Month in Review
•  PR ESID EN T ROY M UR R AY returns from his month long trip of Asia (see report 

page 3).

•  TH E  S T U D E N T  A S S O C IA T IO N  gets go ahead from BC IT  Board of Governors to 
mount a fund raising campaign to build a new campus centre at the junction of 
Willingdon and Goard Way.

•  PREM IER B IL L  VAN D ER  Z A LM  accepts invitation to open new Sea Island 
hangar on April 27.

•  B C IT  A N D  VA N C O U V ER  C O M M U N IT Y  C O LLEG E make educational history 
by signing a Protocol of Co-operation.

•  AFTER  SEVERAL W EEKS OF C O N S U LT A T IO N , BC IT ’s corporate objectives 
are finalized and presented to staff and the Board of Governors. The corporate 
objectives flow from the Institute’s Mission Statement adopted last November.

•  TH E STR U C TU R E  FOR A NEW E D U C A T IO N A L  C O U N C IL  IS F IN A LIZE D
and presented to staff and the Board of Governors. Terms of reference will be drawn 
up from April to June and the new Council in place by September, 1987. The Council 
will be reviewed in June, 1988 and any necessary adjustments made in time for the 
academic year starting September, 1988. The Council structure is the result of 
extensive consultation by an ad hoc committee of faculty, BC G EU  and management 
reps.

P O S T - S E C O N D A R Y  S U M M I T  M E E T I N G
T o p  a d m in is t r a t o r s  f r o m  B C I T  a n d  V a n c o u v e r  C o m m u n i t y  C o l le g e  m e t  on  
M a r c h  3  to s ig n  a f o r m a l  P rotoco l o f C o-operation  th a t  w i l l  s e e  th e  tw o  p o s t  
s e c o n d a r y  in s t i tu t io n s  c o - o p e r a t e  in  a n u m b e r  o f  jo in t  p ro je c ts .  S ig n i f ic a n t  
a re a s  o f  c o - o p e r a t io n  in c lu d e  l ib r a ry  res o u rces ,  c o u n s e l l in g  in fo rm a t io n ,  
la n g u a g e  a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  tra in in g ,  a n d  in te r n a t io n a l  e d u c a t io n .
P ic t u r e d  le f t  to  r ig h t  a t  th e  h is to r ic a l  c e r e m o n y  a re  B C I T  p re s id e n t ,  R o y  
M u r r a y ,  B C I T  B o a r d  c h a i r m a n ,  M a lc o lm  W ick so n , V C C  B o a r d  c h a irm a n ,  
E l iz a b e th  Jarv is  a n d  V C C  p re s id e n t ,  P a u l  G a l la g h e r .
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President reports 
on Asian tour

President Roy Murray has 
returned from his exploratory 
trip of Asia with some interest
ing propositions for BCIT. The 
month-long tour, which com
menced with Murray visiting 
Taiwan as a guest of the U.S.- 
based Community Colleges in 
Development (CCID ) group 
and the Government of Taiwan, 
opened several doors for BC IT 
in itsquestto market our exper
tise abroad.

Murray visited countries like 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand 
and the People’s Republic of 
China, which are trying to 
bridge the gap between high 
schools and universities by 
establishing polytechnics. One 
of BC IT ’s aims, to provide the 
technological assistance neces
sary to develop these polytech
nics, is valuable both internally 
and externally. It provides 
challenging and stimulating 
assignments for our faculty 
and staff and in some cases, 
where the institution’s equip
ment is more sophisticated 
than ours, offers excellent up
grading opportunities. A l
though behind the West in 
some areas of technological 
education, these countries are 
often ahead of us in industrial 
applications, some of them 
world leaders in manufacturing 
capability. Our international 
education efforts provide us 
with great opportunities for 
tapping into some of this 
expertise.

As part of BC IT ’s larger role 
in the provincial economy inter
national education helps pro
mote B.C.’s trading relation
ship with Pacific Rim countries. 
The provincial government 
places very high priority on 
international education be
cause of this vital relationship.

1987 Tour of Asia. A summary 
of results.

Hong Kong Hong Kong Poly- 
.echnic very interested in pursu
ing a twinning or working

relationship that will allow for 
faculty and staff exchange. The 
president of the polytechnic 
has been invited to visit BC IT  
sometimebefore June or July.

Singapore The $82,000 twin
ning agreement with Ngee Ann 
Polytechnic in Singapore com
menced this month. Ten BC IT  
employees will take part in the 
exchange. Technical staff from 
Ngee Ann in the areas of CAD/ 
CAM, Microelectronics and 
Computing are coming to BCIT 
sometime within the next few 
months to share thei r expertise.

Thailand BC IT  and Thailand 
will submit a joint proposal to 
CIDA requesting funding for 
BC IT  to give assistance in the 
area of vocational and tech
nical training.

Malaysia Possible twinning 
arrangement with the polytech- 
nics discussed. A draft pro
posal, supported by the High 
Com m issioner’s O ffice in 
Kuala Lumpur, will be sub
mitted to Ottawa.

Guangzhou, Canton (Van
couver’s sister city) City offi
cials from Guangzhou will be 
visiting Vancouver in April. The 
president of the university will 
visit BC IT  later this month.

Taiwan Visited Dr. Paul Chou, 
Taiwan U.S. Embassy. Looking 
at possible exchange with 
Taipei InstituteofTechnology. 
BC IT  will check with federal 
government on Canada’s rela
tionship with Taiwan before 
pursuing further. Three of 
Pres ident M urray ’s com 
panions on the trip to Taiwan 
were interested in visiting BC IT 
and settingup exchange arrange
ments. They were the chan
cellor of the post-secondary 
school system in Hawaii, the 
president of a community col
lege in Hawaii and the chan
cellor of the Los Angeles col
lege system (largest in the- 
United States).

international connections

More news on BCiT’s 
deveioping internationai 
connections^ pages 4 & 5
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international connections \%/

Left to right: Badri Narayan Jha, aircraft structures instructor, John Pinz and 
Uttam Bahadur Subedi.

Mr. Badri N arayan  Jh a  and Mr. Uttam Bahad ur Subed i are students at B C IT ’s Sea  Island 
cam pus. A fte rth e irs ix  week A .M .E . Upgrading t o ‘B ’ L icen seco u rseen d sth ism o n th  they will 
sit the Canadian  Departm ent of Transport exam ination and becom e the first people from 
Nepal to hold Canadian ‘B ’ licenses.

The students, who are senior technician/supervisors in the aircraft structures department of 
Royal Nepal Airlines, will return to Nepal on April 5. They will put their new Canadian expertise 
to work on three Boeing  727’s, three H aw ker S idde ly  748’s, ten De Havilland of Canada Twin 
Otters and three Pilatus Porter.

The students cam e to B C IT  on the recom m endation of two aircraft m aintenance engineers 
on assignm ent from the A ir B .C . Com pany in Katm andu. The trip to Canada was sponsored by 
Canadian  O verseas airw ays, a federal government-funded agency  which provides services to 
third world countries.

As well as the B C IT  training, taken in the evening, the two students have learned a lot from 
Air B .C ., where they have spent their days observing operations.
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As chairman of BCIT’s World University Service of Canada 
(WUSC) Committee, Amar Kshatriya, left, works with BCIT 
students to help developing countries around the world. One 
project under review would see BCIT summer work students 
(under the auspices of our Development Assistance Centre) 
research and develop small, useful commodities to assist third 
world countries technologically.
Last year, due to the efforts of the WUSC committee, BCIT 
students agreed to pay $1 per term to support WUSC activities. 
As a result, the committee is now hoping to sponsor a refugee 
student at BCIT.

Below, Tom Gould divides his time between teaching in the Broadcast 
Communications program and assisting BCIT to develop educational 
opportunities overseas.

Right:
Tom Gould, veteran Canadian 
television Journalist and first 
occupant of BCIT’s newly cre
ated PRESIDENT’S CHAIR, is 
giving BCIT valuable assistance 
in developing international 
education opportunities. With 
his years of experience cover
ing the international scene as a 
foreign correspondent and later 
as vice president of CTV, Gould 
has a wealth of useful know
ledge and influential links to 
eastern Canada. He recently 
accompanied V.P. Student Ser
vices and Educational Support, 
Peter Jones on a successful 
mission designed to promote 
BCIT to CIDA and government 
officials in Ottawa.
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First students graduate 
from Nicola Valley 
Institute of Technology

The firs t native ind ian  s tu 
den ts  to  co m p ie te  B C iT ’s 
B u s in e ss  A d m in is tra t io n  
C e r t i f ic a te  p ro g ra m  in  
M e rritt w ere  hon ou re d  at a 
g ra d u a tio n  ce re m o n y  on  
D ecem ber 18.

The graduation ceremony 
held in the Merritt Flying Club 
was a symbol of achievement 
for both the highly motivated 
students and for BCIT, which 
started running the program 
in 1985 as part of an experi
ment in providing mainstream 
academic credentials to native 
Indians in their own com
munity.

The project began in 1983 
when the Nicola Valley Indian 
Administration, which repre
sents the business interests of 
five bands in the Nicola Valley 
region, requested BC IT to offer 
a Forest Resource program. 
Since then the “Nicola Valley 
Institute of Technology,” as 
the educational project is 
called by the NVIA, has ex
panded its curriculum to in
clude courses in Hospitality 
and Tourism, Business Admini
stration and Livestock Manage
ment. All were developed to 
meet BC IT ’s strict academic 
standards, but adapted to suit 
the specific needs of the NVIA. 
In most cases graduating stu
dents will stay in the region, 
applying their skills to econ
omic development projects 
administered by the bands.

Currently there are 73 day 
time students enrolled in the 
courses and 120 part time. 
Courses are drawn from BC iT ’s 
part-time studies programs and 
offered in either certificate pro
grams during the day or inde
pendently at night. A six-week 
BCIT pre-entry program is man
datory before embarking on 
any one of the certificate 
programs.

Forest Resource instructor 
Paul Willms lives in Merritt, 
the base instructor for Busi

ness Administration, Primo 
Podorieszach , resides in 
Kamloops, but the other 12 
faculty members commute 
each week from Vancouver.

The twelve Business Admini
stration students receiving 
their certificates at the Decem
ber ceremony were Heather 
T rosky Shuter, Arnie Narcisse, 
Ken Coutlee, Sam Clyde, Rita 
Fortier, Dolores Jackson , 
Yvonne Stewart, John Stewart, 
Connie Draney, Gary Pierre, 
Simon Moses and Cliff Sterling. 
Also present from the band 
community were Chief Gordon 
Antoine, administrator of the 
NVIA, with his wife Janice, 
and Doug Baker, NVIT man
ager. Newly elected chief of 
the Lower Nicola Valley Band, 
Francis Shuter, was also pre
sent with daughter Debbie, 
who is currently taking Forest 
Resource, and wife Maggie 
who is taking the Pre-entry 
Program.

Representing BC IT  were 
School of Management Part- 
time Studies head, Lome Fin- 
garson and wife Pat, and head 
of BC iT ’s Native Indian Pro
grams, Maureen Palfreyman.

W

Some of the first students to graduate from BCiT’s successful 
Business Management program in Merritt. Back row: Sam Clyde, 
Arnie Narcisse and Ken Coutlee. Front row: Heather Trosky 
Shuter, BCiT’s Native Indian Programs coordinator Maureen 
Palfreyman, Dolores Jackson and Rita Fortier.

Heather Trosky Shuter is singled out for a special award at the 
Nicola Valley Institute of Technology graduation ceremony in 
December. Heather, pictured with School of Management, 
time Studies head, Lome Fingarson, left, and Chief Gorcfoi^Jt 
Antoine, maintained a consistent 95% grade point average 
throughout her studies in the Business Management program.
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Auto industry 
looks to BCIT 
for training 
assistance

D arre ll M acdonald , service training instructor for Ford ’s 
Pacific  Region, uses a 1987 fuel-in jected  Ford Thunderbird  
to dem onstrate e lectron ic  testing to a group o f Ford  
technicians from  around the province. The tw o-day course  
has also been taken by B C IT  autom otive instructors M e l 
Rudeen, Dave Hues ken and  Rob M acgregor.

O u r A u to m o tive  D epart
m en t is te am ing  up  w ith  
in d u s try  in  som e g ro u n d 
b re ak in g  new  ventu res th a t 
m ay e ven tua iiy  iead to  a 
B C iT /industry  nationai tra in
ing  p ian.

As the North American auto
motive industry struggles to 
keep pace with technological 
change, it is looking to insti
tutions like BC IT  to provide 
the facilities and expertise it 
needs.

For the past eight months 
motor companies like Ameri
can Motors and Ford have been 
utilizing BC IT ’s well-equipped 
automotive floorspace fortrain- 
ing their own technicians. The 
training sessions usually last 
anywhere from a few days to a 
week and the benefits accruing 
to BC IT  are enormous. “Our 
instructors  can take the 
courses to upgrade their own 
knowledge, which then enables 
us to train employees who 
cannot attend the company 
courses,” says chief instructor 
Terry Fletcher.

The other valuable benefit 
to BC IT is all the training equip
ment that the companies 
donate. About $50,000 worth 
of vehicles have been donated 
over the past five years, includ
ing a 1986 Buick and a 1986 
Reliant. Other training aides 
in the form of books, films and 
videotapes are also regularly 
donated. The Ford company, 
which only recently started 
using BC IT ’s facilities, has dis
cussed the idea of BC IT  taking 
on the training of its employees 
nationwide.

Fletcher says the relation
ship with industry has flour
ished since the merger, when 
the new Institute started exer
cising its mandate for forming 
partnerships with industry.

In responding to the auto
motive industry’s need for 
technology upgrading, Jim  
Marchand of BC IT  recently 
launched an Automotive Elec

trical/Electronics Technician 
program, one of the first ever 
offered in B.C.

“The results of our advertis
ing were overwhelming,” says 
Fletcher. “ People were phon
ing saying they had been wait
ing years for a program like 
this to come along. Several 
people were disappointed to 
find that the course was only 
being offered in the daytime, 
so we are now looking at other 
methods of delivery to accom
modate people who cannot 
get away during the day.”

Fletcher sees a great future 
for BC IT  in marketing these 
kindsof training opportunities. 
“ I believe BC IT  can do the 
training than in partnership 
with the automobile companies 
because we have a greater 
number of resources and can 
offer training in timeframes to 
suit employees,” he says.
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TESOL 
invites 
instructor 
to speak

Dr. Kathy Vance, an instruc
tor in the Communication 
Department, has been asked 
to deliver a paper at a confer
ence for Teachers of English 
to Speakers of Other Lan
guages (TESO L) in April.

Kathy is a specialist in teach
ing technical reading and writ
ing skills to international stu
dents. In particular, she has 
developed and practised 
unique methods of teaching 
Arabic students. Across North 
America, Arabic students have 
become a “ profitable” clien
tele for technical institutes, but 
one which traditional training 
methods have failed to properly 
serve; it is Dr. Vance’s expertise 
that T ESO L has asked for.

We are proud to see BC IT 
represented in such a good 
light at such a prestigious 
conference.

Left:
Former Minister of Environment 
and Parks, Stephen Rogers, 
taiks to BCiT’s Fish /  Wiidiife 
ciass about his department’s 
poiicies and activities. During 
the one and a haif hour session 
on campus January 29, students 
asked questions on a variety of 
topics inciuding the contro- 
versiai woif kiii program and 
the future of aquacuiture and 
parks in the province.

New iibrary at 
Sea isiand?

On April 27 the old Pacific 
Western Airlines hangar at Sea 
Island will pass to BC IT  and a 
new era of Canadian aviation 
training will begin. Among the 
plans for the new campus is a 
comprehensive library (with 
access to the resources of the 
Main Library) to serve the 
needs of students, faculty and 
local aviation businesses.

The need for an improved 
library service has been stated 
by the Capri Report, Sea 
Island’s acting department 
head Bill Foyle, and instruc
tors. Judging from the number 
of questions regularly directed 
to Sea Island staff on aviation 
topics, there is every indication 
that businesses would wel
come such a resource, says 
branch libraries co-ordinator, 
Tony Kelly, who is working on 
a budget and feasibility study 
for the project. The amount of 
industry interest is currently 
being investigated by the lib
rary which is contacting a pilot 
group of companies to see if 
they would be interested in

participating in a co-operative 
venture.

As part of his research into 
what constitutes a good avia
tion library, Kelly recently 
visited the Boeing plant in 
Seattle. He found that, like 
BC IT , Boeing utilizes the 
D O BIS  integrated on-line sys
tem for acquisitions, catalogu
ing and circulation of library 
materials. Much of the work 
performed by librarians at 
Boeing involves on-line search
ing for research purposes. 
Some of the research topics 
and information questions 
include; stress corrosion crack- 
ing of aluminum-titanium 
alloys: advanced radar pro
cessing systems; computer 
standards, specifications and 
security.

As a result of this visit the 
Library plans to develop a 
cooperative relationship that 
could involve resource sharing 
programs with the Boeing 
libraries. We are very hopeful, 
says Kelly, that BC IT  can build 
a first rate aviation library simi
lar to Boeing.

Piastics 
program 
starts in 
September

The School of Computing 
and Electro-Mechanical will be 
offering a new two-year dip
loma program in Piastics, start
ing September, 1987.
• The program will cover pro

duction processes used in 
the manufacture of plastic 
products in areas such as 
packaging, coatings and 
adhesives, construction, 
e lectronics com m unica
tions, domestic and auto
motive.

• Some of the plastic pro
cesses covered include com
pression molding, injection, 
blow molding, extrusion and 
related testing procedures.

The BCIT 
Connection
Editor: Trisha Mason 

The Connection is pub
lished monthly by the Com
munity Relations Department 
at BCIT. Letters to the editor, 
articles, story tips, photos, 
etc., are welcome but the 
ed ito r reserves the right to 
ed it fo r brevity, clarity or 
libel. Due to space restric
tions, the e d ito r cannot 
guarantee  inclusion in a 
specific edition. A ll copy 
should be submitted seven 
working days before the end 
o f the preceding month to 
Community Relations, south
west corner o f the Adm in i
s tra tion  Build ing. (Phone 
432-8738)
Typesetting, p roduction, 
printing: Print Services 
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