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Business scared 
the axe will fall 

by Cherie Miitimore j 
The Bus iness div is ion is ' 

cal l ing an emergency meeting 
today to d i scuss strategy for 
maintaining bus iness programs 
at BCIT. 

John Kyle, dean of bus iness, 
says bus iness vnill formulate an 
"ac t ion plan with department 
heads and faculty to ensure the 
bus iness div is ion not only sur
vives at BCIT but cont inues to 
grow and f lour ish along the 
guide l ines of V is ion and 
Dec is ion . " 

V is ion and Decis ion is a docu
ment that presents BCIT 's future 
goals such as bus iness 
remaining an integral part of 
BCIT. 

The- dec is ion to immediately 
plan strategy to present their 
case to the Ministry of Educa
tion, came after a group of 
government off ic ials visi ted 
campus last Wednesday, 

A commit tee of the 
government " recommends that 
the institute shou ld concentrate 
on the technologies fall ing in the 
general areas of engineering, 
sc iences and health, exc luding 
general nursing (the so-cal led 
high technologies). " 

Bus iness and general nursing 
appear to be low priorit ies for 

BCIT in the eyes of the Ministry 
of Educat ion. The commit tee d id 
not even mention bus iness in 
their recommendat ion. 

BCIT President Gordon Thom 
says the government "gave us 
the impression they would not 
be disappointed to see general 
nursing and bus iness cut back." 
He agrees that Bus iness should 
start to plan act ion now. 

The Bus iness Division senses 
it will get the axe. 

In a recent task force report it 
was recommended that 
"programs could be offered at 
other co l leges in order that more 
special ized technological pro
grams cou ld be offered at BCIT." 

Bus iness and general nursing 
are examples of programs that 
can be offered at other post-
secondary inst i tut ions. 

Three sets of bus iness 
courses were already cut out this 
year. II Bus iness is a lower 
priority and cu tbacks are 
inevitable, the department is 
ser iously threatened as an 
integral part of BCIT. 

Bus iness has cal led for a task 
torce on bus iness in the 
province- Bus iness feels that Ihe 
government is making dec is ions 
without a fair assessment o l 
bus iness needs within the 
province. 

BCIT waiting 
by Surj Rattan 

The BCIT Board of Governors 
is sti l l waiting lo hear from the 
Ministry of Educat ion on 
whether or not the government 
will forward more funds to cover 
the new contract awarded Ihe 
S t a l l Society. 

BCIT President Gordon Thom 
said the chairman of the board 
has talked with Brian Smi th , the 
Minister of Educat ion, but added 
that nothing concrete has 
developed as of yet. 

Thom said the way things are 
going now, BCIT will be facing a 
deficit of about $400,000. 

"At this point in time BCIT will 
be in a del ici t at the end o l the 
year. Things are fairly tight right 
now," said Thom. 

Thom added that the 
administrat ion has put as ide 
some money to help lower the 
deficit but said that it wil l not be 
enough 

" W e did have a cushion in that 
we set up a cont ingency fund, , 
but we will have a deficit ot ' 
about $400,000, " said Thom. " i m 
encouraging people to be . 
prudent, and I'm sure they will 
be." 

The arbitration board has 
awarded the Stalf Society an 
increase in salary ot 14.5 per 
cent effective January 1, 1981. 
but Ihe BCIT Board of Governors 
had only budgeted lor a 12 per 
cent increase. 

The Board of Governors 
offered Ihe S ta l l Society a l inal 
contract otter o l 12 per cent last 

year, and sa id i l they gave the 
society more than 12 per cent 
this year the schoo l ' s 
administrat ion would be forced 
to make some cutbacks in 
courses. 

There are sti l l a number of 
proposals put forth by both the 
Staff Society and BCIT that the 
arbitration board is reviewing. 

Some of the proposals Ihe 
Staff Society is cal l ing for 
include; , 

— all hourly rates and I 
a l lowances to be increased by 22 ] 
per cent. ' 

— a shitt di f ference of $1.00 ; 
per hour for computer operators j 
and junior computer operators. 

— the professional develop
ment a l lowances increased to 
$300 per employee. 

— full paid maternity leave. 
— work during vacat ion 

periods to be paid at an overtime 
rale. 

— and no employee shou ld 
be required to work between 
December 24 and January 2, 
except in a clear emergency. 

Proposals BCIT is cal l ing lor 
include: 

— removal of the four year 
term appointment for depart
ment heads. 

— changes in the perfor
mance appraisal sys tem. 

— the creation o l a specia l 
merit bonus system, and 

— new time l imits on Ihe right 
to initiate grievances. 

There is no word on when the 
arbitration board will announce 
its dec is ion. 

According to sources dose to the Board ol Governors, the institute has already started culling the 
business division, as can be seen In the photo above, taken without the institute's knowledge, and 
published for the first time in the Link. 

Feds Force Tuition jump 
Canadian University Press 

The federal government 's new 
budget wil l force tui t ion fees to 
rise at least 60 per cent next 
year, accord ing to B.C. f inance 
minister Hugh Curt is. 

Each B.C. post-secondary 
student will have to pay $370 
more in tuit ion next year, in 
addit ion to already planned 
increases by the individual insti
tut ions, Curt is said. 

"Post -secondary educat ion 
and health care in B.C. and in the 
other provinces have been hard 
hit as a result o l the lederal 
budget," he said. 

The federal government will 
remove $5.7 bi l l ion of federal 
transfer payments to provinces 
for post-secondary educat ion 
and health care over Ihe next five 
years. The provinces were given 
addit ional taxation powers 
amount ing to $3.7 bi l l ion, but 
these tunds are not necessar i ly 
earmarked lor educat ion. 

U B C students already face a 
minimum 15 per cent Increase 
for next year, to con lorm to the 
U B C board ot governors pol icy 
to have tuition lees represent at 
least 10 per cent of the univer
si ty 's operating budget. 

The lederal move will cost 
B.C. $91 mil l ion during the next 
t iscaal year, and $600 mil l ion 
over the next five years, Curt is 
said. 

Students for an Access ib l e 
Educat ion spokesperson Paul 
Yaskowich said the tuit ion 
increase could go even higher il 
Ihe Socred provincial 
government dec ides to put a 
d i l fereni spending priority on its 
new taxation ability. 

"There 's no indicat ion the 
present government has 
changed its pr ior i t ies," he said, 

"The (potential) increase 
implies Curt is will make 
students pay lor the federal 
short fal l , " said Yaskowich. "The 
Socreds have a general user-pay 
attitude, and that's wrong." 

James Hol l is . A lma Mater 

Society external affairs 
coordinator, sa id, "The increase 
in next year's tuit ion boggles the 
imaginat ion. The effects will be 
devastat ing. 

"If the Socreds don't come up 
with extra lund ing (to match the 
federal shortlal l), they would 
effectively be abandoning the 
sys tem, " he said. 

A M S President Marlea Haugen 
said, "I f ind it absolutely 
amazing that a country that is 

worried about its technologica l 
future can wi thhold money from 
the only vehicle that a l lows them 
to maintain that techno logy. " 

Haugen charged the increase 
will make U B C an elit ist institu
t ion. 

"Perhaps when some worker 
realizes that his chi ld can't 
attend university because of Ihe 
elit ist att i tudes of the Liberal 
government, we may see a new 
government," 

Centre coming 
by D.J. Hauka 

The campus centre might be 
under const ruct ion by January. 

The Board of Governors 
Finance commit tee unanimously 
recommended giving Ihe project 
$250,000 out of the Campus Life 
fund last Wednesday. The 
recommendat ion will be taken to 
the full BOG on Thursday, 
December 3 for approval. If 
passed, the contract for con 
struct ion will probably be ten
dered before Chr is tmas. 

"Th is is the first sol id in 
dicat ion on this thing (the 
centre) s ince we started three 
years ago, " said Student 
President Robin Wi l l iams, "I 
wasn't so opt imist ic until it 
passed f inance so strongly, " 

The f inance commit tee will 
give Its recommendat ion to the 

B O G in an in-camera meeting. 
Wi l l iams said the motion has a 
very good chance of pass ing 
based on the unanimous support 
of the F inance commit tee. 

The grant from the Campus 
Life fund has already passed the 
Student Educat ion Affairs 
commit tee a week earlier. 

Wi l l iams said that, despi te 
wanting to start as soon as 
possib le, the SA will shop 
around for the best deal on the 
loan for f inancing const ruct ion. 
He paid the SA won't necessar i ly 
deal with the local Bank of 
Commerce, with whom they've 
been d iscuss ing a loan at one 
per cent above the prime interest 
rate. 

Wi l l iams said they might be 
able to get Ihe loan al prime 
elsewhere. 

Guard Struck down 
A BCIT Securi ty guard was 

knocked down by a car last 
Thursday night. The unidenti f ied 
guard is a BCIT student working 
part-time direct ing traffic during 
night schoo l hours. Securi ty 
sources say Ihe guard was 
keeping card away from the 
construct ion on White Avenue, 
which runs directly in front of 
Ihe administrat ion off ice and 

parallel ^o Wi l l ingdon. The 
Securi ty off ice says Ihe driver 
stopped his car for the guard but 
refused to obey his direct ions 
and drove by him, knocking him 
backwards. No physical injury 
has been reported from the in. 
cident. 

Student part-time guards have 
been direct ing campus traffic for 
three months and this is the first 
such incident. 



Sports IS big bus iness ... how 
profound! 

" H i there! I'm Bobby Clnhh^r , 
star winger for the Spuzzum 
Tigers, (pause) After the game I 
want something good and 
nour ishing; that s when I head to 
Black Crust Pizza. Yup. that's 
right. Why, I just love how they 
smear extra cheese over top of 
them mushrooms, and 11 other 
favorite toppings, 

" S o go where the pros go. 
Black Crust P izza; two conven
ient locat ions to serve you. Try 
our new restaurant in lower 
Spuzzum, " 

Now I ask you, do you the 
average sports fan really care 
where Bobby Clobber , star 
hockey player, goes to eat? I 
certainly couldn' t care less ! And 
I'm sure most of you feel the 
same way. Then why do 
advert isers feel that it makes 
such a big di f ference, if their ads 
feature star-sports personal i
t ies? 

If you watch Saturday's 
Hockey Night in Canada, I'm 

sure you will have seen this 
masterpiece: 

Hi , I'm Darryl Sitt ier, I'm Larry 
Rob inson, I'm Denis Potvin, I'm 
Lanny MacDona ld , and I'm 
Marcel Dionne. (all together now) 
We're Team Chrysler ! — No 
wonder Chrys ler nearly went 
bankrupt. 

example. In the last few years, 
Ihe average age and durabil ity of 
players has fallen dramatical ly. 
As it stands now, new players 
coming into the league can look 
forward to perhaps eight years at 
most, with the current average 
standing al five. 

But what we are deal ing with 

NORTS SPEWS 
by Eric Luxton < 

When nearly all of these 
superstars make more than 
$200,000 a season , it 's a bit 
much to see them raking in the 
bucks for these paltry commer
c ia ls . It's s imply a case of Ihe 
rich gett ing richer, and the fan 
gett ing nauseous ! 

But unfortunately this seems 
lo be a trend in the modern 
world of profess ional sports. 
Take Ihe N H L as a prime 

in the advert ising game is not 
these players of average talent. 
We are talking about your 
superstars. Because of their 
ski l ls they'l l be around a lot 
longer, so why then do they sel l 
out? 

Sports in North Amer ica , and 
in other parts of the world, has 
become too much of a bus iness 
venture. The uproar among pro 
athletes fo l lowing Ottawa's 

latest budget just goes to prove 
this point. 

Take Wayne Gretsky as a 
publ ic ized example. One of the 
alternatives he's cons ider ing is 
becoming an Amer ican c i t izen, 
for tax purposes no less ! 

Let 's see now, if our team 
misses the playoffs, but I 
manage to score over 35 goals 
this season , I'll make my bonus. 
My bonus will more than make 
up for the money I would have 
received during the playoffs, and 
it lakes me less work," 

There's nothing lo compete 
for any more. Spor ts has become 
a nine lo five job. Granted, pro 
athletes have longer hours than 
that, but Ihe idea sti l l ho lds true. 

And it 's the fact that people 
are paying money to see mini-
corporat ions on ice that worr ies 
me. Why? I don't know, maybe if 
serves them right, it 's their 
money. But s ince we're 
support ing corporat ions, why 
not make it of f ic ia l . We can 
become shareholders. S o if our 
team is really bad one year (or 

PHOTOCOPY 
The Problem. 
You wait in line, fumble 
with exact change, drop 
your carefully typed report 
all over the floor and then 
the machine runs out of 
paper. 

The Case Of The 
Shrinking Page. 
We do photo-reductions as 
well. Originals up to 14 x 18 
inches reduced to letter or 
legal size. Or, put two letter 
or legal size pages on one 
sheet. Simply remarkable. 

The Solution. 
Let Student Publications 
take care of all your 
photocopying needs. Bring 
the originals to our office 
before 1 PM, and pick up the 
finished work after 11 AM 
the next day. It is as simple 
as that. 

No Job Too Big 
or Too Small. 
One sheet or a stack of 
sheets three feet high. One 
copy or 200. 8V2 x 11 
(letter size) or 8V2 x 14 
(legal size). White of 
colored paper (as 
available). No job is too big 
or too small for us to 
handle. 

Number 1 of a series. 

The Price. 
Single copies are ten cents 
each. Copies are five cents 
each on runs of 10 or more. 
Student Publications is 
located in the SAC, and is 
open 9-4 Monday to 
Friday except Wednesdays 
open 10 - 4. 
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Don Wright, manager. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

constantly) we can declare our 
s e a s o n s t ickets as a capital 
loss on our income tax. After all 
bus iness is bus iness, and that 
way no one would feel ripped off. 
They could a lso cut out the 
theatr ics we see on televised 
•games'. 

"And tonight, live Irom the 
Forum in Montreal, it"s 
Shareholder"s Night In Canada."' 

... maybe it just might attract 
more fan interest if they knew 
they would get lax write-offs at 
the end of Ihe season, instead of 
money lost to a team of half-wits 
who only won 14 games all year. 

And let 's stop cal l ing teams in 
the pro leagues "sports teams," 
After al l , sports is supposed to 
be athletic compet i t ion, not the 
bus iness f ranchises they are 
today. 

Peter Puck? Bah, humbug! 
Even Wayne, the Link's 

mascot , has turned pro. He's 
now doing sports for Ralph's 
Dog Food ' , and if you haven't 
heard of it, you soon wil l . What 
irks me is Ihe tact he makes 
more money than I do! You 
know, Ihe whole wor ld 's gone lo 
Ihe dogs. 

Wayne 's agent, Rin Tin Tin has 
advised us that Wayne may be 
available on occas ion for guest 
appearances, but for now he's 
booked right through until the 
New Year. Best of luck, Wayne 
— you traitorous m u l l ! 

Speaking o i going to the dogs, 
what about those S F U 
Clansmen. A 33 to 1 loss at Ihe 
hands of c ross town rival UBC 
will hardly impress the scouts. 
But if the score was rather 
lops ided, the halft ime show 
provided for a sl ightly more 
compet i t ive spirit. Unfortunately 
this spirit came in Ihe torm of a 
free-for-all brawl between, you 
guessed it, the U B C engineers 
and the wor ld! 

The whole affair started when 
a group of S F U die-hards 
paraded over to the U B C side of 
the stands carrying a large 
banner proc la iming, "D ie you 
gravy-sucking p i g s ! " 

Certainly It will not rank up 
there in Ihe standards of dip
lomacy. 

In any case, when the U B C 
engineers finally figured out 
what Ihe sign said, all hell broke 
loose! The engineers proceeded 
to march over to the S F U stands 
where-upon they hurled water-
f i l led rubbers at the crowd. Of 
course the S F U fans took 
except ion to this, A tree-
wheel ing brawl then started to 
take place in tront of the UBC 
stands. Aren't extramural sports 
fun? 

Meanwhi le , the other 
scheduled half t ime show was 
taking place as handicapped 
athletes in wheelchairs either 
bounced vol leybal ls off the track 
or raced each other down Ihe 
track. It s nice to know that at 
least a few people were 
interested in sports! 

Next week I'll have various pre-
New Year 's resolut ions. After al l , 
I don't want to spend my Christ
mas hol idays locked up in the 
Link office^ . 

Canada Ensployment Centre 

c/d - c los ing date 
perm - permanent employment 
Sum - summer employment 
c/d Nove 30 
B C T i m b e r - S u m 
Forest Prod. Pulp&Paper 

c/d December 15 
Denison Mines - Sum & Perm 
Min ing Technology 

c/d December 17 
Hudson 's Bay Oil & Gas - Perm & 
Sum 
Natural Gas & Pet,, Mechanica l , 
Electr ical 
Instrumentat ion&Electronics 
Opt ions, Che ica l & Met. 1 
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College withholds fees Paper craps out 
Canadian University Press 

After a history of turning a 
bhnd eye to s tudents ' union 
f inances, the Okanagan Col lege 
adrninistrat ion has overnight 
become concerned about stu
dent books . 

The co l lege is wi thholding 
about $10,000 in s tudents fees 
pending release of a union audit, 
accord ing to col lege bursar John 
Watson , 

Watson said he asked the 
union for an audit last summer 
and said until the audit was 
sat isfactor i ly returned, the co l 
lege would not give the union its 
money. 

"In turning over the fee to 
another organizat ion (students' 

SFU fees 
to go up 
Canadian University Press 

Despi te student and teaching 
staff p leas, tuit ion fees rose 22 7 
per cent at S imon Fraser 
University November 24. 

Thirty students watched as 
university board of governors 
members l is tened si lent ly to 
presentat ions and, after a 10 
minute d i scuss ion , voted unani
mously to raise tuit ion, along 
with the universi ty 's f inancial aid 
budget, 22.7 percent . 

Lou ise Ivliller, student society 
publ ic relat ions off icer-elect, 
urged the board to defer fee 
increases until it was informed 
about how the increase would 
affect all potential s tudents ' 
a c c e s s to the university. 

"SFU does not gather the 
soc io-economic data needed to 
demonstrate the increasing 
tendency for educat ional 
benef i ts to f low to the chi ldren 
of the well-off," she said. 

Nudes 
sunk 
Canadian University Press 

It seems the moral majority is 
everywhere, maybe even at a 
swimming pool on the Harvard 
University campus. 

Nude swimmers at Harvard's 
Adams House Dorm say a 
dec is ion to reduce nude 
swimming hours at the dorm 
pool is part of a new-right 
morality campaign. 

Pool manager Hflark Sauter is 
also the publ isher of a 
conservative campus paper, and 
the other Harvard paper — The 
Cr imson — c la ims he 's imposing 
his morals on the skinny-
dippers, 

Sauter says that's not il — he 
lust wants the pool to be open to 
people who are uncomfortable 
around naked ivy leaguers. 

Upcoming Event 
S F U (Simon Fraser University) 

M A D R I G A L CHOIR 

will be singing Rennaissance 
Chr is tmas music in the S A C , 
12:30 to 1:30 on Wed. Dec 9. 
1981, Free admiss ion, (two 
concerts in two different 
locations, about 10 • 15 minutes 
per concert. Contact : L inda 
Kowalski (BCIT psych nursing) 
77A2 421-1978 for more info. 

union) the co l lege has some 
obl igat ion to see that the lunds 
are being used appropriately. " 
said Watson. 

He said the co l lege is act ing in 
the role of a "trustee. '" 

Union s ta l fperson Nela Leja 
said, " B a s e d on what John 
Watson has said I'll guess we' l l 
have to |ust take this as po l icy . " 

But Leja said the col lege 
pol icy manual does not require 
the union to present an audit 
before receiving fees. She said it 
has been a "word of mouth 
pol icy from John Watson"s 
mouth."" 

In the past the co l lege has 
always co l lec ted and then 

handed over the students" fees 
without cond i t ion . 

Leja said the union has 
received some monies upon 
request, however. The union was 
given advances of $5,000 and 
$2,000 last August and 
September, respect ively. 

The books were turned over to 
col lege auditors Ruther iord 
Bazett & C o . September 25. Leja 
said the union is unsure when 
the books will be returned, but 
she bel ieves the books are in 
order. 

""Everything is i temized and 
we have receipts for everyth ing." 
she said. 

Canadian University Press 
Hang onto that s ingle sheet o l 

toilet paper — it may soon 
become a co l lec tor 's i tem. 

That is. if Scot t Paper 's 
dec is ion lo quit producing the 
unprofi table s ingle sheet paper 
IS indicat ive of a trend. From 
now on, Scott is s t ick ing with 
Ihe more popular rol ls. 

This development has left 
University of Saskatchewan 
administrators dist inct ly uncom
fortable. Alternat ive suppl iers of 
the old s ingle sheet toilet paper 
have proven more expens ive and 
availabil ity is unpredictable. 

But replacing the nearly 
thousand s ingle sheet 

d ispensers with roll d ispensers 
will cost at least $5,000 to 
$7,000. depending on whether 
the university goes for the s ingle 
roll unit of the deluxe two-roll 
model. 

University Archi tect Ian Innes 
IS among those upon whom 
weight o l responsibi l i ty for this 
dec is ion rests. He is careful ly 
weighing initial cost , f in ish, thelt 
deterrence and durabil i ty. 

An informal poll shows 
massive support tor the conver
s ion amoug U o l S students. A 
huge maiority of those surveyed 
said they preferred roll paper 
over the more abrasive sheet 
paper. 

e m p o r 
Invites all S t u d e n t s a n d Staff 

to S h o p o u r S t o r e s to fill 
y o u r S a n t a ' s L is t ! 

C h e c k f o r S p e c i a l 
L O W PRICED 

C l e a r a n c e I tems 

IS P e r C e n t Off 
Rll Regular Pr iced Clothing 

and Gift Items 

R L 5 0 : S t o p b y one of y o u r 
s t u d e n t owned S t o r e s to 
d r o p a n E n t r y F o r m into the 
B a r r e l for o u r C h r i s t m a s 
Draw a n d pick up y o u r f ree 
gift f r o m U S ! 

TNT Chr is tmas Draw 
E N T R Y FORM 

ttie Unit. december2. 1981 
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What BCIT needs 
What does BCIT need more ftian anyttiing else? Lower 

tuition pertiaps, more space, better equipment, a new 
campus centre? Don't be silly, what BCIT really needs is 
extramural sports. Don't worry about the fact that tuition 
is going up again and that money can't be found for 
nursing, counsell ing or financial aid. Those things are 
nothing compared with the urgent need to provide a few 
people thousands of dollars to go all over BC and play 
games. 

You have to wonder about the intelligence of the so-
called committee for re-instatement of athletics, a tiny 
group of people agitating for the return of extramural 
sports. How can anyone be so stupid to ask a school 
that is fighting for its financial life to give them money 
for their hobbies. How can anyone be self ish enough to 
suggest that in a school where everyone is suffering 
from cutbacks they should be given extra special 
treatment. 

If this tiny group of people is determined to play 
games then why not join the intramural program? 
Campus recreation offers an excellent intramurals 
program, a program that incidently is much more 
popular this year since it doesn't have to compete with 
the extramural program for gym space. Of course it 
could be that this little group of people are having ego 
problems competing with ordinary students. 

If this tiny group of people is so determined to bring 
the Cougars back then they should follow the example 
of the rugby club. When the rugby team saw that they 
weren't going to get any funding they didn't whine about 
it, they just went out and raised their own money. That is 
the route the little group of pampered jocks should 
follow instead of whining and begging for cash from 
people who don't have it to give. 

L E T T E R S . . . L E T T E R S . . . L E T T E R S . . . L E T 
Committee members CRAP on Link reporter 

Edi tor , The L in i c 
W e the Commi t tee for Re

instatement of Ath le t ics would 
like to comment on the content 
of " C o u g a r s maul P r e s . " in last 
week 's Link by Donna Johnson . 

Our commit tee was formed to 
invest igate the possibi l i ty of 
ext ramurals returning to BCIT . 
W e understand that due to 
f inancial reduct ion in B C I T ' s 
budget, athlet ics were deemed a 
m i n o r i t y s e r v i c e . W h a t we 
would like to know is why total 
cancel lat ion? W e can see a 
reduct ion in numbers or certain 
sport cancel lat ions but al l? The 
1980-1981 budget for Ath le t ics 
was $175,000 which is 0 ,2% of 
total BCIT budget. 

The reporters personal com

ments on the overal l " B e a r p i t " 
were embarass ing to the stu
dent body as a whole, in that 
they were sarcast ic, and of an 
att i tude of ch i ldren playing at 
pol i t ics. 

The paragraph on the pre
sentation of the rugby trophies, 
" l es t we fo rge t " ind ica l ied her 
awareness of what actual ly was 
being in t roduced. These were 
communi ty serv ice awards for 
Burnaby , 

The " B e a r p i t " was for groups 
or ind iv iduals to express their 
compla ints or quest ions to the 
admin is t ra t ion. W e as a comm
ittee expected other groups on 
such th ings as park ing, class 
schedules of tuit ion fee in
creases. The usual apathy or too 

THE LINK 
Editor: Richard Konwick 

Assistant Editor: Lydia Neuf eld 
Advertising/Manager: Donald G, Wright 

Contributors: 
Kathleen Sverre, D.J. Hauka, Cherie 
Miltimore, Mike Kent, Eric Luxton, Shelly 
Rankin, Mark Steffich, Doug Evenshen, Lois 
and Clark, Donna Johnson, Surj Rattan, 
Shannon Bentley and Karl Johnstone. 

The Link is published every Wednesday, September through rvtay, by the 
Student Publications Ollice of the Student Association of the B.C. Institute ol 
Technology. Opinions expressed within are not necessarily those of the BCIT 
Student Association nor (God forbid) the BCIT administration. 

Editorial submissions from all members of the BCIT community are 
welcome The Link reserves the right not to publish any material submitted and 
to edit for taste, lengtti and libel. Any copy not typed and signed will not be 
published. The Link is affiliated Canadian University Press 

Deadline for submission is Friday at 4 00 p.m BCIT Student Publications, 
3700 Wllllngdon Avenue, Burnaby, B.C V5G 3H2. Telephone 434-5734 local 757, 
Nightline 434-5743. Circulation 4000 Listed in CARD, 

page 4 

busy a l B C I T showed and we 
cont inued in our debate to 
clar i fy as many points as 
possib le, 
Gordon Thom stated that the 
f inancial pr ior i t ies were open for 
review and indicated his support 
of th is group by s ign ing our 
pet i t ion. 

The commi t tee 's approach is 
now lo obtain informat ion from 
Ath le t ic Admin is t ra to rs in other 
inst i tutes and gett ing input on 
the best methods of gett ing the 
Cougars back to BGIT , and to 
determine what is forecasted for 
Ihe 80 's and 90 's in compet i t ive 
act iv i ty in educat ional inst i tutes, 

Doug Jesson 
Commi t tee Re- instatement 

A th le t i cs , B C i r 

Ed i to r , The L ink : 
I feel that I must comment on 

" C o u g a r s mau l P r e s , " by -
Donna Johnson (Nov, 25) Does 
pr int ing the d isc la imer " a re
porters v i e w " mean that the 
reporter can ignore facts? Per
haps she was unaware of the 
facts, and as a reporter, that is 
i r responsib le journa l ism. It is 
any ' v iew ' that Donna Johnson 
was just ' i t ch ing ' lo use all her 
jock jokes that s h e ' d been 
sav ing . F rank ly , her style of ' 
journal ism is annoy ing . 

The Commi t tee to reinstate 
Ihe Ath le t ic Program has been 
working hard lo have extra
mura ls returned lo BGIT, in any 
form. Compet i t i ve sport has 
attracted many students to the 
Institute and (believe it or not. 
Donna) it does balance out the 
;,-,;iamural and recreational -
programs. 

If the Link reporters had done 
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their homework, they would 
have known that it was not 
necessary to cut out ext ramura ls 
in order to save another, h igh 
priori ty serv ice. There were 
funds avai lab le - student funds -
but Admin is t ra t ion chose not to 
use them. 

The reinstatement of B C I T ' s 
Ath le t ic Program is a very val id 
issue to many of the student 
populat ion, as seen by our 500 
s ignatures on Ihe pet i t ion, -

Fur ther , Gordon Thom express
ed a s incere des i re to help and 
s ign the petit ion was a gesture 
that wil l mean someth ing, when 
brought lo the Board of Gover-
ners, 

Ex t ramura ls are a necessary 
part of the post-secondary -
school sys tem; cur l ing irons for 
the shower rooms are optional, 

Shawn Paoione 
S A Sports Chairperson 

G R O W L I E S 
Presents a 

Complete Turkey Dinner 
Tuesday December 8 
from 11 am...come early 

D i n n e r i n c l u d e s : 

S l i c e s o f R o a s t T u r k e y a n d d r e s s l n s 

G r a v y a n d C r a n b e r r y S a u c e 

M a s h e d P o t a t o e s , M i x e d V e s e t a b l e s 

R o l l a n d b u t t e r 

ALL FOR $2.50 

Watch for posters!!! 



TALKING B A C K . . . T A L K I N G B A C K . . . T A L 
The government would like to see BCIT developed in high technology; for 

example, engineering and the health sciences. Business will be a lower priority 
for this campus. With impending cutbacks it looks like many business programs 
will be reduced. Do you think BCIT should be without business programs? 

/ think the business proqram serves a useful 
purpose. You con'f hovp sn manv InHinns without 
ony chiels. Hhinic monrr :re useful 
as they develop si<ilL :,ie with 
technical skills. 

Edie Dickson 

Ol course not. A two-year program here is better 
than a four year: most people come here lor that 
reQ.son 

Mark Huganen 

No. I'm here rather than at Langara or UBC 
because BCIT has a higher reputation. I don 'I want 
to spend four years lor a Bachelor's ol Commerce at 
UBC If they take it away Irom here where else can 
we go lor a similar program /' would be a shame fo 
see programs discontinued. 

Jeffrey Lee 

/ think Ihey should have business because BCIT 
has input Irom industry and ulher culleqe's wnuln'l 
have that input 

Al Geohegan 

No. The business program is really good. It's a lot 
belter than wasting live years at UBC. Two years 
here gives you credits and with one more year at the 
Thunder Bay University in Ontario you can have a • 
degree. 

Anita Sand 

/' started as a business school. A person may not 
wani to ao to UBC lor lour years. !f would be a bad. 
thing to squeeze business out of BCIT 

Dan Black 

No — mainly because I'm in business. I don't 
know where you could get this program elsewhere. 
You could pick it up al Langara but I don't l^now 
who holds a high regard lor that. 

Lambert Chan 

Yes. I always wondered why there were so many 
business programs here. This is an instilute ol 
technology where ynu learn a trade University and 
colleges are lor theory — busine.';s is along Ihe lines 
ol theory. I'm in med rod and we need eguipment fo 
learn on. 

Maureen Wright 

No. There is no way lor BC lo be able lo -ontrol 
its own resource development un'esr il has people 
who can manage the accounting and analysis of the 
preseni market. BCIT is efficiently lilting a nee^I 
Demand is high. Why cul out the / ? e * W 

Leshe Purdy 
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OPTOMETRIST 

I vr hxdmindttnn - Oplial \rr^irp\ 

Old Orchard Shopping Centre 
Wil l ingdon at Kingsway 437-4515 

N0V\fVDU'RE19. 
NOW YOU 

HAVE A CHOKE 
INTOAAORRQW 

. . , you're on the Provincial Voter's List. 
To have the right to choose, 
you have to register to vote. 

It's easy Just contact your nearest 
Registrar of Voters or Government Agent. 

But don't put it off. Do it today. 
And have a choice in tomorrow. 

REGISTER 
Province of Chief Electoral j 
British Columbia Office 

Students 
deserue a bteak today 

uKM 999 999 999 

w - w AIXXET 31, 1982 

• • S T O t B T T * * 

LIBRARY 

® 

Present your BCIT student or staff 
card everytime you visit McDonald's" 
and you are entitled to the offer of the 
month. Your card is valid for as many 
visits as you like. 
Limit of one offer per visit. 

THIS MONTHS OFFER: 

D E C E M B E R Counting the days'? 
Brighten exam time. 
Buy a McChicken" Sandwich. 
Get another at no charge. 
Mot Negotiable. 
Offer valid only from Dec. 1 • Dec. 31. 1981 

Offer valid only ii McDonald 's ' : 
3695 l . O U Q H E E D Hwy., 
Vancouver, B . C . 

(at Boundary Road) \ 

For more information see the 
Bookstore and This n That Shops. 

RECORD COLLECTION 
This is the Ice Age 
Martha and the Muff ins 

When you expect nothing 
from a goup and they give you 
something — anything — you 
tend to feel sat is f ied. On the 
other hand, when you expect 
something from a group, they 
can give it to you and somehow 
you just ignore it and expect 
more. I hadn't really given Mar
tha and the Muff ins a fair l isten 
s ince " E c h o B e a c h " a few years 
ago, but I did expect more from 
"Th is is the Ice A g e " (their third 
album). 

Some of the tunes had the 
familiar voice o l Martha 
Johnson , and Joce lyne Lanois 
now takes the place of Martha II. 
But a good many of hte songs 
highlight Mark Gane 's vocals, 
and he a lso wrote most of the 
t u n e s . M a r k and the Muf f ins 
maybe? A s ing le 's been released 
off the album — cal led " W o m e n 
Around the Wor ld at Work " — 
but in keeping with the rest of 
the a lbum, it's just not hit 
material. 

There are some interest ing 
tidbits like the beginning of 
"Casua l t ies of G lass " (which 
shows off Martha J ' s voice at its 
best) and another little tune by 
Martha cal led " O n e Day in 
Par i s " . But most of the material 
tends to be just too...er, un
fathomable for my tastes. Like, 
the meaning of " J e t s Seem 
Slower in London S k i e s " just 
s l ipped right past me, you know? 
(Maybe if I were Indulging in 
cheap barbituates it would all 
become clear.) 

— Shelley Rankin 

Penthouse and Pavement 
Heaven 17 

My first impression of this 
record was, what a weird album 
cover. ' And when I played the 
first s ide, I thought, " oh no, 
d i sco 's alive and we l l . " But as I 
l istened, parts of it were really 
innovative and catchy. But that 
bass drum! It pounds Its way in
to your brain turning it to mush. 
Some redeeming factors are 
tasty bass l icks and vocals. I 
have been scorned for saying 
this but, 'I like it more than I hate 
it.' It's very d isco-danceable and 
apparently the "In th ing" to 
dance to in England. The first 
song on the "Pavemen t " or A 
s ide is a Br i t ish hit cal led " W e 
don't Need This Fasc is t Groove 
Thang" and a good one cal led 
"P lay to Win ". 

And now for someth ing com
pletely different. The other s ide 
of "Pen thouse and Pavement" is 
cal led the Penthouse side and it 

contains mus ic for mind and 
body, rather than your feet. A lot 
of synthesizer with ttiat o l ' bass 
beat still pounding throughout. If 
fiearing more than 40 bass beats 
a minute drives you nuts, then 
stay away from this a lbum. But If 
you want to hear what the dance 
rage is in Bnt ian as well as some 
interesting music, "Pen thouse 
and Pavement " by Heaven 17 on 
Virgin Records is for you. 

—Mark Steffich 

Brian Eno: Mus ic for Airports 
(Ambient No. 1) 

This music is for people who 
suffer one kind of frustration or 
another and that means all of us. 
" M u s i c for A i rpor ts " is breath
taking and I cannot chort le the 
praises of this a lbum enough. 
Whi le this record is three years 
old. It has only now begun to 
appear in record stores as part of 
the " l imi ted ed i t i on" EG ser ies. 

Put this mus ic on and it does 
just what Its title impl ies. It 
creates an ambience and has an 
incredible effect on the l istener. 
Whi le you don't consc ious ly 
take note of the mus ic that 
often, it br ightens the mood in 
the room considerably. 

Ai rports is prefect l is tening 
tor quiet d inners, snjal l 

gatherings, airports, restaurants, 
shopping malls, or just to study 
by. 

" M u s i c for A i rpor ts " is some 
of the most beautiful music 
I've heard in years. 

— C. Trigg 

Sticky George 
The Korgis 

After l istening to "St icky 
George ", the third album from 
the Korg is , I immidiately thought 
of tOCC. The Korgis play that ] 
pop sound that made 10CC ' 
famous, and have put the Korgis j 
at the top of the pops in England. ' 
Their past two albums have 
establ ished them as stars and 
left them with a string o l in
ternational hits. 

In Canada, the song that 
opened ears for the Korgis was 
"Everybody Got To Learn 
Somet ime" . The song attracted 
the lucrative North American 
market. 

"S t i cky George" , the new one 
from the Korgis, on Polygram 
Records. 

If you like 'pretty good ' 
pop/rock, then get "S t icky 
George" . If you don't like 
pop/rock, go watch television. 

— Mark Steffich i 

One movie to see 
By Lois and Clark 

Char iots of Fire is not your 
usual dol lop of Ho l lywood sl ick 
shtick. It's Br i t ish and it 's 
refreshing. I knew it was a 
biography of two Olympic 
runners so I surmised Great 
Britain was cash ing in on the 
f i tness craze; but I didn't expect 
to see a fi lm so full of art ist ic 
and moral integrity. I've read 
several posit ive reviews from an 
assortment of sources and 
looked at " L i f e ' s " g lossy 
October pictoral . Not that I had 
any reservat ions about seeing 
Char io ts of Fire, but I tend to be 
d isappointed by a fi lm 
"everyone" says is aood . 

The fi lm deals with two 
Olympic hopefuls. On the one 
hand. Sco tsman Liddel l has the 
wings. He 's a lso devoted to G o d . 
In the movie he says, "I believe 
God made me for a purpose, but 
he a lso made me fast. When I 
run, I feel H is p leasure . " He 
trains on the Sco t t i sh moors in 
his off-parish hours. 

L iddel l is Abraham's nemesis . 
Abraham is an obsessed athlete. 
Every waking second is spent in 

m.ental and physical preparation 
for an Olympic gold. He hires a 
professional to train him, and the 
two of them ass iduous ly study 
running techniques and film 
footage of the great runners of 
the day. 

When Liddel l refuses to run on 
a Sunday, the great showdown 
between the two is averted. 

Char iots of Fire is a period 
piece and the Engl ish 
countryside never looked fairer 
and greener. Actual ly this is why 
I went to this movie — I was in 
the mood for a bit of Barry 
Lyndon or Great Gatsby. It is 
visually st imulat ing without 
being another extravaganza. The 
actors are unknowns with the 
except ion of Sir John Gui lgud 
who knocks off his usual 
impeccable performance — last 
t ime I saw him as Arthur's chief 
confidant and man-servant, this 
time he is a Cambr idge patriarch. 

This movie is not only about 
running and the intense training 
involved in preparing for the 
Olymip ics , but a lso sportsman
ship. It's entertaining and worth
while. No complaints what-so-
ever. 

O U T ®> A B O U T T O W N 

wmf 6r 
dance to the beat of 

the wiry 
DEELERS- .23rd.2a,h 

?nd electrifying 
MICROWAVE-Nof. 30th Dec. 5lh 

7 p.m. • 2 p.m. 

W E . M A K E S U B S F O R S U P E R P E O P L E ! 
All Submarine Sandwiches have cheese, lettuce, 
tomatoes, onions, and special sauce on them. 

4737 Willingdon Ave. 
(at Moscrop) 

430-2866 

Mon. -Thur . 10a.m. -1 a.m. 
Fri . -Sat . 10a .m. -3a .m. 

Sun. 11 a.m. -12a.m. 

(Our Five Foot Submarine serves eight to ten people. 
A discount is available for large orders.) 
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Intramurals and Campus Rec 

Golf 
Sign up on in le res l board in 

S A C Lobby for course to be held 
Wednesday 6 • 8 p.m. January 
and February 1982. Priority for 
c lass will be by this s ign-up list. 
Fee: $25.00/studenfs, $30.00/ 
Staff. By a pro fess iona l ! 

Three on Three Volleyball 
TournamenI Held Nov 21, 1981 

A real social and sports event. 
The champions of the sports 

event were "The Yul^s" com
posed of Judy Soo , Jeanet le 
Hamilton and Mark West E & E,. 

Mr. Vol leybal l (Mark) was sen
sational but the gir ls d id a lot of 
setting up and all deserved the 
trophies. Way to go team. 

Fun people of the tournament 
who made all the compet i tors 
enjoy the event were presented 
"spor t sman" trophies. They 
were; Men: Phi l l ip Ch iu of E&E; 
women: Waura L ia , f inancia l 
management. 

The organizer, Doug J e s s o n , 
and his faithful worker, Stefan 
Demharter, are to be 
congratulated lor the neat 
organizing and Ihe tun party af
terwards. Is it true that there was 
a piece of ch icken left? 

Thanks to all of you par
t icipants and workers. We' l l do it 
again on January 15,1982. 

Intramural Hockey Wednesday 

November 25. 
Forestry 6 vs. Mech . Screemin-

Meemees 0 — The only lopsided 
score in today's three games. As 
a spectator, I enjoyed this game 
as it was wide open skat ing. In 
this kind of game a lot of ac
cidental contact occurs . To me it 
looked like a good release of 
tens l ion . Don't give up Meemees 
— try to find a coup le more good 
skaters so your guys can put 
more pressure on your op
ponents. 

Staff 6 vs, G&S Admins 5 — 
Staff expected an easy game but 
ran Into a full game desperat ion 
effort. The G&S crew will have to 
be reckoned with in future en
counters. It only took five weeks 
but the league is gett ing very in
terest ing with tight games like 
this one. 

Bus iness A l lsor ts 3 vs. Gas & 
Oil Vapors 3 — This was the 
ult imite in fun intramurals. Both 
teams going ail out and at the 
end It IS sti l l even. If we can get 
more games like this in our 
league it wil l be a tribute lo you 
players who want to play fun 
hockey. Keep it up gang! 

Super Hockey 
Gampus Recreat ion Counc i l 

had a report by a member who 
attended the games last week. 
Recommendat ions were that 1) 
referees cal l f ighting penalt ies 
instead of trying to keep players 
in game, 2) Eject ion for second 
game penalty will require in
dividual to appeal to Campus 

Recreat ion Grievance C o m 
mittee to be permitted to con
tinue in league. 3) Caut ion al 
teams that referees will be 
alerted to call more dangerous 
play penalt ies and not to tolerate 
long-winded arguments by 
penalized players. 

It is repeated again — you are 
playing in this league because 
you want to enjoy the games and 
not worry about losing c lass 
time by ser ious injury. If 
dangerous play is permitted to 
cont inue it is just a matter of 
time until ser ious injury results. 
Rough hockey is expected but 
dirty play is out. Keep it c lean 
and avois wast ing valuable ice 
time with long-winded argumen
ts. Referees are not b iased so it 
wii l all balance out over the year. 

Outdoor Club 
Cross country weekend (or 

Saturday only). We will stay at 
BCIT Lodge and c ross country 
ski in Whist ler region, A meeting 
to f inalize bookings etc, will be 
held Wednesday December 2 at 
12:30 in 2N270. It you can't at
tend, phone Ralph Wi lson 
(President) 874-3087. We must 
conf i rm bookings early so don't 
miss out! 

Intramural Volleyball, Indoor 
Soccer, Basketball 

Sign up. January 7 - 8, Thur
sday, Friday 1982. Have your 
teams ready to go. Leagues start 
on January 11,1982. 

Indoor soccer Nov, 24. 
The first of the two games 

schedu led for the evening saw 
Ihe Pygmies walk over Ihe 
Ghi lcot in Se lec ts by a score o l 3-
0, Al though the game was very 
tight until the final 10 minutes of 
the game, the Pygmies had more 
of the act ion, and many scor ing 
opportuni t ies were taken away 
by the excel lent goal tending of 
Mark Cernia, who made some 
outstanding saves to keep the 
game alive for the Se lec ts . Rob 
Reed, however, opened the 
scor ing for the Pygmies with a 
picture book goal . G len Hancock 
made it 2-0 10 seconds later, and 
Rob Reed put the ic ing on Ihe 
cake when he scored his second 
goal of the night to make it 3-0. A 
sad note to the game, however, 
was the knee injury to the 
Pygmie star Grant Malach, Grant 
was taken out early in the 
second half when he col l ided 
with Joe Fernandes. This injury 
might prove cost ly to the 
Pygmies as Grant might not be 
available for next week's playoff 
match with l h e 9 6 E R ' s . 

In the final game of the 
evening the Chasers met up with 
the Admin Man Str ikers, The 
game was never in doubt as the 
Chasers scored early in the 
game with a goal by Kevin 
Ferti le, Wayne Button made it 2-
0 before half-time, but the half 
did not end before the Str ikers 
cut the lead lo one goal when 
Dan Tookey scored. Aga in in the 
second half the Chasers came 

MATTER O F 
N A T I O N A L 

PRIDL 

From the very beginning, 
John Labatt was preoccupied 
with quality. H e used only the 
finest ingredients along with the 
highest standards of his brewer's 
art. His exclusive quality control 
system alone required 93 analytical and taste 
tests. John Labatt wanted to mal<e the 
finest beer in C a n a d a . 

te . o 

Today, John Labatt's small 
brewery has grown to become a 
company owned by 11,000 
Canad ian shareholders and 
operated by 10.000 Canad ian 
employees. His beer is the toast 

of a nation. What started as a personal 
chal lenge has become a matter of 

national pride. 

W H E N C A N A D A GETS TOGETHER O V E R A BEER. 
the link. decemberZ. 1981 

out pressing and were rewarded 
with a goal by Kevin Fert i le. At 
this stage the game shif ted to 
the Str ikers, and the Chaser lead 
again was narrowed when S l e i a n 
Demharter gave up the ball in his 
own end to Dan Tookey who 
scored on a shot from narrow 
range. But Stefan made up for it 
when he scored on a beautiful 
header to make it 4-2 for the 
Chasers . With this victory the 
Chasers c l inched second place 
and match up with Ihe Jour
nal ism team next week in the 
decid ing match for first p lace in 
the " B " league. 

Basketball Nov. 23 
The Res Rowdies just couldn ' t 

get it together this year, ending 
their season with another loss, 
this t ime to the C & S Gladiators 
by a score of 66-40. The Rowdies 
put in an excel lent effort, but the 
Galdiators were just too strong, 
overpowering them in the latter 
stages of the game. Like last 
week, Frank Morena played an 
outstanding game for the C & S 
team. 

The most exci t ing match-up of 
the evening was the game bet
ween the Alumni Je ts and 
Bui ld ing. Throughout the game 
the teams exchanged points, 
and none of each was able lo 
extend their lead. But, l ike last 
week, For luna did not like to see 
the basketcases win. For the 
second straight time, Ihe 
Basketcases lost by two points, 
40-38. Dave Counse l l and Eric 
Sorenson played very well for the 
Je ts in this game On the 
Bui ld ing squad, Kevin Skinner 
was playing a strong game. 

In the other game o l the 
evening, the L&P Al ls tars walked 
over the Broadcast ing Casters 
with a score of 62-38 and ended 
their season with a perfect 7-0-0 
record. 

Flag Football Nov. 25 
Cold winds and rainy con

dit ions almost made it im
poss ib le for football games lo 
commence. These condi t ions 
reflected on the teams as two 
teams defaulted. The only game 
that was played saw the E&E In
strumentation team destroy the 
Fin Man squad by a score of 35-7. 
Next week wiil see the semi
f inals in the road to the " M u d -
bow l " in which the undefeated 
Bui ld ing squad will take on the 
fourth place team in Ihe div is ion. 

Volleyball Nov. 25 
Although it was co ld and rainy 

outside, the volleyball did not 
benefit as nine of the 12 matches 
were defaulted. 
In one of the matches that were 
not defaulted the Schi tz took on 
the Phlspikers. The Schi tz made 
It a short game and blew out the 
Spikers 15-1 and 15-8. Ross Por
ter played a good game for the 
Schitz. 

In other act ion the Jel ly Tots 
gave the Rec Facs their second 
defeat in two consecut ive 
weeks. The Jel ly Tots opened 
hie match with quick eight poin
ts and went on to defeat the 
Facs by a score of 15-8 and 15-
13. Al though the ex-Canadian 
national player Ken Soehn was 
doing summersaul ts to prevent 
Ihe loss, the Jel ly Tots 
dominated trie game. II was a 
very emotional game with the 
Tots doing most of the cheer ing, 
Laura Lai and Phil Chieu were 
outstanding for the Jel ly Tots. 

Help Wanted: Student tp 
schedule the set photo taking for 
early January About 20 hours 
work involved before Chr is tmas. 
Apply lo the SA Off ice. 
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Zero yacancy rate and rental hikes spell disaster 
Canadian University Press 

By 1983, the vacancy rate for 
apartments in most Canadian 
ci t ies will be approaching zero. 

Tenants will be forced onto 
wait ing l ists, and will have little 
cho ice about their accommoda
t ion. 

Fewer and fewer people wil l 
be able to afford to live on their 
own, and many wil l be forced to 
double or triple up with fr iends 
or family. 

A lmost no new apartment 
const ruct ion will be undertaken, 
even as vacancy rates approach 
zero. 

Rents will rise at a rapid rate, 
consuming a much larger 
portion of tenants' incomes. 

And "we will thus wi tness a 
substant ia l regression in 
hous ing cond i t ions fo l lowing 35 
years of gradual improvement," 

A horror story? 
Unfortunately, no, ' 
Al l of the above predict ions ] 

are conta ined in a recently- I 
re leased report by the Canada j 
Mortgage and Hous ing Corpora- i 
tion (CMHC) on the impact of i 
prolonged high interest rates on 
the housing sector. 

C M H C is a federal Crown 
corporat ion whose act iv i t ies 
include subs id iz ing home con
struct ion and mortgages. It a lso 
monitors the housing industry 
and makes reports and recom
mendat ions to the government. 

The C M H C report says that a 
rental c r is is has been 
developing for many years, but 
current high interest rates have 
suddenly made it much worse. 

"The present level of interest 
rates renders rental investment 
uneconomic ac ross the 
politan markets between Apr i l 
1980 and Apr i l 1981. They are at 
or below two per cent in most 
Canadian c i t ies and sti l l 
dec l in ing. 

New apartment starts have 
fallen from 106,000 per year in 
1971-3 to 52,000 in 1981, and are 
expected to drop to about 25,000 

in 1982, states Ihe report. Only 
one-fifth of these were 
government-assisted in 1971-3, 
compared to two-thirds in 1981 
and "virtually a l l " expected to be 
built in 1982. 

Even if interest rates decl ine 
sharply, labour and capital has 
already drifted out of the 
housing industry. This wil l boost 
construct ion cos ts st i l l turther, 
if and when the market becomes 
economica l ly viable again. 

The report est imates that, at 
20 per cent interest rates, rent 
would have to increase by 39 per 
cent annually for the next five 
years for an investor to have the 
same profit rate as at a 13 per 
cent interest rate. 

Winnipeg tenants will fare 
better than most, mainly 
because a steady movement of 
people out of the city is reducing 
demand. But even here a rental 
crunch is approaching. 

Apartment vacancy rates, 
which have been above 10 per 
cent in Winnipeg In recent years, 
fell to 4.3 per cent in 1980 and to 
about 3.4 per cent this fall. And 
they are sti l l fal l ing. Any market 
with a vacancy rate of less than 
three per cent is in a cr is is , 
accord ing to the C M H C . 

Four variables will be crucial 
in determining the severity of the 
cr is is . The first is the level of 
country," states the report. 
Mortgages and property fax 
cos ts on a new apartment unit 
are $750 per month at a 21 per 
cent interest rate, but the 
average metropol i tan area rent is 
about $400. S o anyone planning 
to build a new apartment can 
expect lo lose $350 per month 
per unit at present interest rates, 
not even including operat ing 
cos ts . 

The result; the only new rental 
accommodat ion built will be for 
Ihe well-off, 

"There is no way to avoid 
needed adjustments in rental 
markets," states the report. 

These adjustments require " a 

better correspondence between 
investor cos ts and market rents 
for new units, " In other words, 
dramatic increases in rent. 

The situation will ease over a 
period of years if rents are 
al lowed to rise suff ic ient ly, 
states the report. But in the 
meantime tenants wil l endure a 
severe cr is is marked by long 
wait ing l is ts and little cho ice of 
accommodat ion . 

This has a l ready 'happened in 
Vancouver, where rents rose 
about 80 per cent in the last year, 
and Ihe vacancy rate remained at 
about 0,2 per cent. Most tenants 
are reluctant to move out 
because they do not think t h e ^ 

U N C L A S S I F I E D A D S 

S T U D E N T GUIDES N E E D E D 
The Cont inu ing Educat ion off ice 
needs student guides to help 
night schoo l students find their 
c lass rooms the first week of our 
January term. Pay is $5.25 per 
hour. Jan 11, 12, 13, and 14. Con
tact Debbie Saxby, Cent Ed , 
Main Admin Bui ld ing. 434-5734 
local 721. 

Roommale wanted: Rent is $375, 
approximently $200 each. 2 
bedrooms and 2 bathrroms. 
Includes heat and cablev is ion. 
Phone, electri ty and food extra. 
Requires non smoking female 
with references. Locat ion 8th 
and Queens Ave New West . 
Avai lable Jan 1 Phone 521-3476. 

Surveying Programs for the 
Sharp Pocket computer. F ie ld 
tested in the Gulf Islands for 6 
months. For information please 
write: BASIC D E S I G N S , Box 88 
King Road, Ful ford Harbour, B.C, 

Wi tness : Anyone wi tness ing a 
parking lot attendant being 
struck by a car on BGIT campus 
on Thursday night Nov 26 please 
cal l Burnaby R G M P , file 
81/47684. 

will be able to find another place, 
and thousands of people have 
been forced to look for one or 
more roommates. Tenants must 
now al locate a much larger share 
of their income towards rent, and 
many must take any place they 
can f ind. 

The trend is spreading. 
Vacancy rates sl id about a 
percentage point in most metro-
economic activity: cit jes like 
Vancouver, Ca lga ry ; , and 
Edmonton will be harder hit than 
Winnipeg or Montreal . 

The second is rent controls.. 
Without them, the market;wrt'l j 
make a major readjustment- in a. 
short l ime, leais wi l l skyrocket-
and new construct ion begin 
again. This is already happening 
in Vancouver. 

The soc ia l d isrupt ion has been 

immense, with the burden being 
borne disproport ionately by poor 
and lower-middle income people-
Rent contro ls would probably 
dry up the vacancy rate even 
faster, but would ease the pain 
of adjustment. 

The third is givernment 
funding for publ ic housing and 
ass is tance to builders, which 
might minimize the apartment 
shortage. But this would require 

. su j js fd ies .o i i a - sca le Canadian 
goverfiments would not 
contemplate. 

And , finally, interest rates. A 
' * d r o p in interest rates would help 
', reduce the shock, but the cr is is 

in rental accommodat ion was 
coming long belore the interest 
rates reached 20 per cent. 

It seems inevitable. The only 
quest ion is how much it will hur l , j 

GET ONE 
NOW! 

Your own free ticket 
to a taping of the 

NEW BUNDOLO SHOW 
Thursday, Dec. 10 at 7:30 

at the CBC's downtown 
studios. Tickets at; 

T and T Store. 

t i X ^ CBC 
MG^ British Columbia 
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6 E T A U T T L E 
EXTRA 

Mow you're ta lk in taste. 
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