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of the community.

The first recipient of the BCIT Alumni
Achievement Award was George Madden.
He began his post-secondary education at
UBC in the Faculty of Commerce. There
he got involved with the radio station and
as a result of that activity decided he did
not want to be an accountant. George
made the move from “the other institution’
over to BCIT. Two years of the broadcast
communication program confirmed the
well-known fact that BCIT graduates work.

After graduating from BCIT, George
Madden went to work at CJOR Radio and
then moved over to CKNW. He worked in
the news operations in both locations. From
1978 to 1981 he was the executive assis-
tant to the Mayor of Vancouver. In February
of 1981 he became the 5th employee of
Expo. George has just completed a suc-
cessful term with Expo '86 as Vice-Presi-
dent, Corporate Communications and Mar-
keting

George comments that he can thank
BCIT for getting his start in the communica-
tions industry. George notes that he was
very lucky and experienced a lot of good
breaks to get to where he is today. It was
the BCIT diploma plus a lot of personal
talent and skill that resulted in a nomination
to recognize George Madden as a BCIT
Achiever.

From the Health Technology Fields the
association recognized the accomplish-
ments of Ted Bowers, a 1969 graduate of
Nuclear Medicine Technology. After sev-
eral years of technical experience, Ted
headed into the direct sales of supplies in
the Nuclear Medicine field He eventually
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Achievement Award Winners

The BCIT Alumni Association has honoured three outstanding alumni
with the Alumni Achievement Award. This prestigious award was designed
to recognize BCIT graduates who have distinguished themselves in their
field of technology or have made a substantial contribution to the well-being

entered the highly-competitive area of hos-
pital, medical and surgical supplies.

Ted Bowers has been highly successful
with his firm Bowers Medical Supply Com-
pany. He is well respected by peers, cus-
tomers and competitors alike. Ted was able
to take his BCIT education and use it as a
spring board for outstanding business
achievement.

The third recipient, Dr. Basil Peters, is a
graduate from Electrical Technology in
1975. Following his graduation from BCIT,
Basil went on to achieve first place honours
at UBC'’s School of Engineering. He carried
on beyond his degree to research his thesis
on High-frequency Telecommunications.
After graduating with his PH.D. in May 1982

he and his partner Peter Van Der Graat
began working for their company Nexus
the very next day. The company's growth
is largely attributed to innovative product
design and long hours on the part of its
staff. Asked why he wanted to start their
own company Basil stated, “We had all
sorts of ambitions and enthusiasm, and it's
hard to express that in an established com-
pany. We wanted to try out our ideas on
how people should work together.”

Basil largely attributes his success and
the success of his company to BCIT. Ap-
proximately two-thirds of Nexus Engineer-
ing staff are BCIT graduates.

The association plans to recognize
Alumni Achievers throughout the province
on an on-going basis. Nominations for the
award may be made by all members of the
BCIT community including students, in-
structors, support staff, administration and
alumni. If you, or someone you know qual-
ifies for this award please fill out a nomina-
tion form. Forms are available through the
Alumni Office in Trailer 1D or call 432-
8847.
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